
APPENDIX B: PARKING STANDARDS

B.1 CONTEXT

B.1.1 This appendix is part of Wrekin Local Plan 1995-
2006, and these standards should be read in
conjunction with the proposals and policies of
the Plan. In July 1999 the Council published its
Provisional Local Transport Plan. Reference
should also be made to this document. 

B.1.2 The Car and Cycle Parking Standards listed in
this Appendix are in the process of being revised
by the Council, to reflect more closely the advice
of PPG13. When this revision is complete, new
Parking Standards will be published in the form
of Supplementary Planning Guidance. Until that
time the Parking Standards listed in this Appen-
dix will be used, but only to provide the basis
for negotiation with developers.

B.2 USE OF THE STANDARDS.

B.2.1 The Council will treat all applications on their
merits and wherever possible take a flexible
approach on the matter of parking standards.
The standards should be used as a guide by
developers, so that the site area available for
development can be readily assessed. For this
reason the standards have been kept simple so
that complicated calculations and disputes over
interpretation can be avoided. Where the calcu-
lated parking requirements result in fractions of
a full space then it will be rounded up.

B.2.2 The standards should be regarded as relating to a
site where both the building/use and the car park-
ing will be provided within the curtilage of the site.
However, in some developments it may be prefer-
able to group the parking and servicing facilities for
each individual unit into a shared communal area. 

B.2.3 The car parking requirements for the Use Class B1
will depend upon the specific type of develop-
ment proposed; for example, office requirements
are different to those of light industry. Where an
application for B1 Use does not indicate a specif-
ic end use, then the Council will require the high-
est parking provision applicable to B1 Use.

B.3 COMMUNAL CAR PARKING
PROVISION

B.3.1 There are areas in Telford where it would be dif-
ficult to provide car parking within the curtilage
of new development, and indeed in some cases
it would be undesirable. This is particularly the
case in commercial centres like the Town Centre
and the District Centres, where scattered park-
ing provision can lead to extra traffic circulating
in areas which would be better kept free for
pedestrian movement. 

B.3.2 The Council has been active in providing car parks
around the edge of such centres - Wellington, Daw-
ley, Oakengates, Madeley and Hadley all have
communal car parks surrounding their centres.

B.3.3 This problem is more difficult in the older Dis-
trict Centres, where existing development is very
tight, and to provide parking on individual plots
would have a disastrous effect on the character
of the Centre. In many cases the internal road
system in such Centres cannot cope with addi-
tional traffic movements.

B.3.4 The situation in Ironbridge and the World Heritage
Site is particularly difficult. Here, the road system
is inadequate for present day traffic levels and
commercial and residential uses lie side by side.
The situation is complicated by the nature of the
topography in that there are few level sites on
which car parks could be provided and the great
numbers of tourists who visit the area each year.

B.3.5 The need for additional communal parking to
serve Ironbridge and the Gorge has been estab-
lished in the Ironbridge Gorge Transportation
Study. Remote interception car parking operat-
ed on a ‘Park and Ride’ basis, combined with
the pricing of existing car parks in Ironbridge,
remains the preferred way forward.

B.3.6 The Plan permits the use of commuted parking
payments in certain cases (see policies T14 and
T23) provided that:-

• a specific scheme can be identified towards
which the contribution can be made,

• the Council can be satisfied that the scheme
will go ahead, 
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• the contribution covers all necessary costs
related to the car park, including land acquisi-
tion, the creation of the spaces and mainte-
nance.

B.3.7 The Council accepts that there may be instances
in the District where it is both realistic and desir-
able to have a more flexible approach towards
the application of car parking standards. This is
particularly the case in some District and local
centres where at a very local level there is
already an ample supply of communal parking,
and where requiring high levels of car parking
may stifle new developments which the Council
would wish to see (such as “living over the shop”
initiatives). Within the detailed parking stan-
dards that follow, cases where the Council would
have a more flexible approach are indicated (see
public houses, restaurants and places of wor-
ship). In other cases within District and local
shopping centres, the Council will consider all
proposals on their merits, having regard to the
supply of locally available parking.

B.3.8 The Council will be carrying out further work to
examine the use of, and need for, parking facili-
ties, and will review these standards accordingly.

B.4 DISABLED PARKING PROVISION

B.4.1 Reserved parking bays for people with disabili-
ties are essential to ensure that those eligible to
use the Orange Badge Concessionary Parking
Permit can gain ready access to services and
amenities.

B.4.2 The criteria proposed for the number, distribu-
tion and layout of reserved bays for the disabled
are given in the table included at the end of this
appendix.

B.5 CYCLE PARKING PROVISION

B.5.1 Cycle parking provision will be sought in con-
junction with new developments, both for
employees, and the public as appropriate. Pol-
icy T9 recognises that in order to achieve the
Plan’s objective of encouraging more people to
cycle, it is important that high quality cycle park-
ing is provided. This is particularly true in Telford
and Newport Town Centres, and the other dis-
trict and local shopping centres.

B.5.2 Cycle parking standards are included within this
appendix. When providing cycle parking facili-
ties, all spaces for staff should be under cover
and secure. Where spaces are to be provided for
customers, visitors or the public, these should be
“Sheffield” racks (or similar) and should be locat-
ed in a convenient location with good visibility.

B.6 LANDSCAPE DESIGN GUIDANCE

B.6.1 The design of a car park can have a major impact
on the appearance of a development scheme.
The following principles (which are broad
enough to allow flexibility of design) should be
incorporated within the design for all new car
parks:-

• Small Developments (up to 30 spaces). Park-
ing bays should be divided into units of not
more that five spaces.

• Large Developments. The impact of large
areas of tarmac should be reduced. A variety
of means can be used, including the use of
massed tree planting and alternative hard sur-
face materials such as block paving.

B.7 PARKING SPACE SIZE AND LAYOUT

B.7.1 A car parking space should be a minimum of 2.4m
wide x 4.8m long. A garage is regarded as a park-
ing space for the purposes of these standards. On-
site manoeuvring space should also be provided.

B.7.2 A parking space for an articulated vehicle should
be a minimum of 3.5m wide x 15.5m long. On
commercial (including retail) developments
involving buildings in excess of 500 sq. m., on-
site turning facilities for articulated vehicles
should be provided.

B.7.3 The proposed standards include provision for
visitor car parking as required. They do not
include provision for manoeuvring/turning into
and out of the spaces, or for servicing the build-
ings/land to which they relate.

B.7.4 A single disabled persons parking bay should
be 4.8m x 3.6m inclusive of a 1.2m x 4.8m cross
hatched wheelchair transfer bay to one side.
Where bays are grouped in pairs the transfer
bay may be shared with a 2.4m x 4.8m standard
bay to achieve the desired result. Where a bay
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is alongside a 1.2m wide footway this will satis-
fy the transfer bay requirement.

B.7.5 Disabled reserved bays should also be:-

a) located no more than 50m from the appropri-
ate accessible building entrance where possi-
ble provided under cover

b)linked to the entrance by a safe and level route
where wheelchair users do not need to cross
vehicular routes - where they do pavements
should incorporate dropped kerbs in accor-
dance with B.S. 5810

c) suitably marked and signposted from the site
entrance.
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RESIDENTIAL
SPACES PER DWELLING/UNIT

NEW DWELLING ALLOCATED COMMUNAL

a) One bedroom houses and one bedroom flats/maisonettes 1 0.5

0 1.25

b) Two bedroom houses and flats/maisonettes of two 2 0

bedroom and above 1 0.75

0 1.5

c) Three bedroom houses 2 0.25

1 1

0 1.75

d) Four bedroom houses and above 3 0

2 0.5

HOUSES IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION (per bedspace) 0.75

SHELTERED ACCOMMODATION - 
1 space/3 unitswhere occupants are infirm and/or in need of care

HOUSING FOR “ACTIVE” ELDERLY - 
1.25 space/unitwith or without warden control

RESIDENTIAL OR NURSING HOMES 1 space/4 bed space 
+ 1 space/unit of staff accommodation

DWELLINGS CREATED BY CONVERSION Standards as above
- as above as appropriate - in exceptional circumstances a 

commuted sum may be appropriate

RESIDENTIAL HOSTELS 1 space/4 bed spaces
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COMMERCIAL AND LEISURE

TYPE OF PROPERTY SPACES PER DWELLING/UNIT

HOTELS 1 space/bedroom (visitor or staff) 
+ 1 space/3 non-residential staff 
+ 1 space/6 sq.m. net restaurant floor area 
+ 1 space/10 sq.m. net banquet/ conference 
+ 1 space/3 sq.m. net public bar area 
+ other uses within complex by negotiation

PUBLIC HOUSES 1 space/3 sq.m. net bar area available to customers
This standard may be applied flexibly in
circumstances where the applicant can demonstrate
to the satisfaction of the Council that that there is
sufficient other car parking available in the
immediate vicinity of the proposal to allow the
standard to be relaxed. The applicant will need to
demonstrate that the spaces can be secured over a
long period of time.

CLUBS/DANCE HALLS/COMMUNITY 1 space/3.5 sq.m. net public area 
CENTRES/THEATRES ETC. + spaces as appropriate to hotels if other 

facilities provided.

OFFICES 1 space/25 sq.m. gross

BANKS/BUILDING SOCIETIES/INSURANCE BROKERS ETC. 1 space/25 sq.m. net staff working area 
+ 1 space/35 sq.m. net public area

RESTAURANTS 1 space/6 sq.m. of gross floor area
This standard may be applied flexibly in
circumstances where the applicant can demonstrate
to the satisfaction of the Council that that there is
sufficient other car parking available in the
immediate vicinity of the proposal to allow the
standard to be relaxed. The applicant will need to
demonstrate that the spaces can be secured over a
long period of time

OUTDOOR SPORTS FACILITIES These will be individually assessed based 
on the specific use proposed.

INDOOR SPORTS FACILITIES 1 space/25 sq.m. gross
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RETAIL

TYPE OF PROPERTY SPACES PER DWELLING/UNIT

FOOD/CONVENIENCE GOODS SUPERSTORES 1 space/10 sq.m. gross
- more than 2000 sq.m. gross + 1 articulated vehicle space/1000 sq.m. gross

DURABLE GOODS STORES AND RETAIL WAREHOUSES 1 space/18 sq.m. gross + 1 articulated vehicle
- more than 2000 sq.m. gross space/1000 sq.m. gross or part thereof

ALL SHOPS 1 space/20 sq.m. gross + 1 articulated lorry
- between 1000-2000 sq.m. gross space/1000 sq.m. gross or part thereof

ALL SHOPS 1 space/35 sq.m. gross
- up to 1000 sq.m. gross + 1 lorry space/500 sq.m. gross

CAR SALES AND SHOWROOMS 1 customer space/50 sq.m. of second hand car
sales area customer space/25 sq.m. of new car
sales area

INDUSTRY/WAREHOUSING

TYPE OF PROPERTY SPACES PER DWELLING/UNIT

LIGHT INDUSTRY, GENERAL MANUFACTURING, 1 space/40 sq.m. gross up to 250 sq.m. thereafter,
AND ASSOCIATED OFFICE ACCOMMODATION 1 space/50 sq.m. gross + 1 articulated vehicle 

space/500 sq.m. gross or part thereof

HIGH TECH 1 space/25 sq.m. gross up to 250 sq. m. thereafter,
1 space/40 sq.m. gross +1 articulated vehicle
space/500 sq.m. gross or part thereof

STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTION 1 space/80 sq.m. gross +1 articulated vehicle
space/500 sq.m. gross or part thereof

VEHICLE REPAIRS (including tyre and exhaust fitting) 3 spaces/service or repair bay

SMALL COMMERCIAL USES INCLUDING WORKSHOPS 1 space/20 sq.m. gross
AND OTHER B1 USES - less than 60 sq. m. gross
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COMMUNITY USES

TYPE OF PROPERTY SPACES PER DWELLING/UNIT

PLACES OF WORSHIP 1 space/10 sq.m. gross. However, where the applicant can 
demonstrate that the place of worship is a genuinely local 
facility, or that there is sufficient other car parking available in 
the immediate vicinity, the standard may be applied flexibly. In 
the latter instance, the applicant will need to demonstrate 
that the spaces can be secured over a long period of time.

SCHOOLS 1 space/full time member of staff + minimum of 3 visitor 
spaces at Primary Schools + minimum of 8 visitor spaces at 
Secondary Schools

FURTHER EDUCATION 1 space/full time member of teaching staff + 1 space/1.5 full 
time member of non-teaching staff +1.5 spaces/3 students

SURGERIES 1 space/staff member +3 spaces/consulting room

RESERVED DISABLED PARKING BAY REQUIREMENTS

EMPLOYMENT GENERATING BUILDINGS AND HOTELS BAYS AVAILABLE

Up to 25 spaces maximum 1 bay

Up to 50 spaces maximum 2 bays

UP to 75 spaces maximum 3 bays

Up to 100 spaces maximum 4 bays

Each subsequent 100 spaces or part of 100 1 extra bay

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, SHOPS AND PUBLIC CAR PARKS BAYS AVAILABLE

Up to 25 spaces maximum 1 bay

Up to 50 spaces maximum 3 bays

Up to 100 spaces maximum 5 bays

Each subsequent 100 spaces or part of 100 3 extra bays

SHELTERED ACCOMMODATION AND RESIDENTIAL/NURSING HOMES BAYS AVAILABLE

Up to 10 spaces maximum 1 bay

Up to 20 spaces maximum 2 bays

Each subsequent 20 spaces or part of 20 1 extra bay
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CYCLING PARKING STANDARDS

TRANSPORT Railway Station 5 per peak period train

Bus Station 2 per hundred peak period passengers

PLACES OF WORK Offices 1 per 700 sq.m floor space

Factories 1 per 850 sq.m floor space

EDUCATION Schools - primary 1 per 500 sq.m floor space

Schools - secondary 1 per 300 sq.m floor space

Universities, colleges 1 per 200 sq.m floor space

SHOPPING AND SERVICES 1 per 500 sq.m floor space

ENTERTAINMENT Pubs, restaurants 1 per 140 sq.m floor space

Fast Food 1 per 70 sq.m floor space

Theatre, cinemas 1 per 450 sq.m floor space

Leisure, sport centres 1 per 300 sq.m floor space

HOUSING (at ground floor level) General 1 per 2 bedspaces

Student 1 per 1.5 bedspaces

Sheltered 1 per 5 bedspaces

COMMUNITY Hospitals 1 per 700 sq.m floor space

Health Centres 1 per 350 sq.m floor space

ACCOMMODATION Hotels 1 per 5 bedspaces

Hostels, B&B 1 per 2 bedspaces

Camp Sites 1 per pitch site
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