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1.0 Background
Concerns have been raised by residents with regard to the speed of vehicles travelling along Waterloo
Road, in particular through the series of bends, also known as Ketley Town. This document sets out
the review that has been undertaken and identifies the proposed measures to mitigate these concerns.
The proposed measures would also support the current traffic calming features (speed cushions) that
are already in place along the route to encourage speed limit compliance and also improve the area
for those residents who live in close proximity.
Concerns have also be made regarding the number of motorised vehicles using the public footpath
which links Spring Terrace/Waterloo Road to Lavender Close, Lawley. This document also sets out
plans on how we can mitigate these concerns and make the footpath safer for pedestrians and reduce
noise levels for local residents.
In addition to the proposals and as part of a maintenance scheme for the area, the current speed
cushions along Rock Road will also be upgraded with rubber bolt down cushions.
It is worth noting that Rock Road has recently been subject to School Safety Zone improvements
which included the introduction of an advisory 20mph zone to address safety concerns raised by the
school and residents; the options proposed in this report will help support this scheme.
The review area being considered as part of this report is shown in Figure 1.1.

Figure 1.1 – Review Area

2.0 Traffic Data
Three automated traffic counts (ATC’s) was installed on 7th March – 13th 2020 along Waterloo Road,
Ketley to collect vehicle traffic data. The ATC locations are shown in Figure 2.1 below.

Figure 2.1 – ATC Locations

The information obtained from the ATC’s in 2020 is summarised below in Table 2.2 Traffic Count
Summary.
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Figure 2.2 – Traffic Count Summary

The data collected shows that speeds generally conform to the existing 30mph speed limit along the
route identified. However the 85th percentile speeds are slightly higher than the posted speed limit at
location 3 and are close to the West Mercia Police enforcement levels of 10% + 2mph = 35mph. The
review area would therefore benefit from some low-level measures to help reduce vehicle speeds
when approaching the series of bends from either direction.

3.0 Personal Injury Collision Data
A collision analysis has been undertaken for the 5 year period from August 2015 to August 2020, a
summary is shown below in Table 3.1.

Road Name
Waterloo Road –
Rock Road

Category
Slight
Serious
Fatal
Total

2017

2018

2019

2020

Total

1
0
0
1

1
0
0
1

1
0
0
1

2
0
0
2

5
0
0
5

There were five personal injury collisions reported to West Mercia Police in the five year period up to
August 2020, resulting in five slight injuries.
Table 3.2 below, provide further details of the collisions.
Site
No.
1

Date
30/10/17

Time
of Day
13:45

2

31/08/18

20:10

3

11/05/19

20:40

4

12/03/20

19:00

5

26/05/20

21:24

Road/Weather
Description of Causation
condition
Fine/Dry
Vehicle was on the wrong side of the road and hit a
pedestrian who was out running.
Fine/Dry
Driver failed to look properly when exiting from a
junction and collided with another vehicle.
Fine/Dry
Altercation between occupants of two vehicles.
Driver of the one car has gone into the back of the
other.
Rain/Wet
Car has collided with a motorcycle after failing to
slow down when both vehicles were turning into a
junction.
Fine/Dry
Driver failed to look properly and hit another vehicle
at a junction.

The causation factors mainly relate to drivers failing to look properly or misjudging their vehicle path
or speed.
There is no correlation to the time of day and the road/weather conditions which suggests that they
did not have a large impact on the collisions.
As shown on the attached location plan, Appendix 7.1: NM20_CP08/COL/LOC/001, the recorded
collisions are fairly spaced out along the whole route and there does not appear to be a specific cluster
site which needs to be targeted.
In addition to the recorded injury collisions, Telford & Wrekin Council are aware of a number of damage
only collisions that have occurred on the bends through Ketley Town resulting in damage to private
properties. This is a likely consequence of the higher recorded speeds on the northbound approach
to these bends and whilst the speeds generally conform to the speed limit, the 85th percentile speeds
are higher than what would be expected when negotiating bends with the characteristics of those in
Ketley Town.

4.0 What changes are proposed?
As part of our investigations, the following options will be implemented and are detailed below.

4.1

Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS)

We are proposing to install two vehicle activated signs; one on each of the approaches to the series
of bends along Waterloo Road (Ketley Town).
The signs will be designed to illuminate when drivers approach the bends at an unsuitable speed and
are more impactful than standard warning signs as it targets drivers who are driving unsuitably to the
conditions which reduces complacency to the warnings. The activation threshold can be reviewed and
updated if it is felt they are flashing too often and thus reducing the impact.
The VAS will serve as a reminder of the approaching hazard where the current conventional warning
signs may not be as effective.
A plan showing the location of the VAS can be found as Appendix 7.2.

Advantages
 Proposed measures would be
reasonably quick to install.
 No consultation required for the signs.
 Reduction in public anxiety.
 VAS addresses driver behaviours for
long term changes.
 VAS can be installed to highlight to
drivers there is a need to slow down.

Disadvantages
 The excessive use of VAS devices can
reduce the impact they have on drivers and
driver behaviour. They should be used
sparingly for maximum impact.
 VAS do not provide physical prevention for
excessive speeds.
 May need additional works for electrical or
solar power connection.

4.2

Speed Cushion Replacements

The existing tarmac speed cushions along Rock Road are now showing signs of wear. We will be
replacing these with rubber bolt down cushions with associated lining from its junction with Overdale
to the junction of The Rock. This will be in keeping with the rubber bolt down speed cushions which
have been installed along Waterloo Road.
The new rubber cushions will be placed in the same locations as the existing humps and will be
installed in either pairs or in sets of three (where carriageway widths allow).
The work will be carried out as part of a maintenance scheme to tie in with the above proposal.
Advantages
 No formal consultation required.

4.3



Little maintenance required on rubber
cushions and any maintenance is quick
due to the modular construction.



Noise pollution is less than concrete
cushions.



Designed for buses and emergency
vehicles to travel over without issue.

Disadvantages
 Disruption to residents due to traffic
management requirements.

Signing and Lining Improvements

Ensuring all existing road markings are visible and in good condition is a quick and easy way to
improve the safety of the area as these markings easily show vehicles of any approaching hazards
which they need to be aware of.
This is also true of traffic signs and it is important to ensure that sign clutter is kept to a minimum. This
option explores the tidying up of both markings and signs but also the removal of unnecessary signage
in the area.

Advantages
 Quick to install.
 No consultation required.
 Little maintenance required.

Disadvantages
 Some disruption to residents if large
amount of traffic management is
required to carry out works.

4.4

Footpath Access Points

Installing pedestrian guardrail to the main access points to the footpath which links Spring
Terrace/Waterloo Road to Lavender Close, Lawley will restrict the number of motorised vehicles who
currently use this route.
This would provide a safer area for both pedestrians and cyclists who use this area regularly, making
this a more desirable outdoor space and reducing noise levels for resident who live in close proximity
to the footpath.
Advantages
 Quick to install.
 No consultation required.
 Little maintenance required.
 Provides a safer area for pedestrians
and cyclist.
 Reduces noise pollution.

Disadvantages
 Could limit access points for grass
cutting and grounds maintenance.

5.0 Recommendation
Following a review of the data contained within this report, it shows that 85th percentile speeds are
higher that the permitted 30mph speed limit on the northbound approach to the Ketley Town bends,
but just below the Police enforcement levels and it is considered that additional traffic calming will
provide a positive difference to the area both for residents and road users when negotiating the series
of bends along Waterloo Road.
It should be noted that additional speed cushions were installed along Waterloo Road in recent years
as well as some additional reflective verge markers around Ketley Town bends. The proposed
measures in this report will further enhance these measures.
The Network Management recommends that all options proposed are implemented. The VAS signs
will improve the awareness of the road layout and will help to address the concerns raised by
residents, especially for those who live along this particular stretch of Waterloo Road.
The speed cushion upgrades will improve the current traffic calming along Rock Road and reduce the
on-going maintenance cost. Finally, basic signing and lining upgrades and decluttering is a quick and
easy way to highlight hazards in the area and will support both the other options.
It should be noted that upgrades to the current speed cushions along Rock Road will be completed
as part of maintenance scheme.

6.0 What will happen next?
The proposed options will be discussed between the Network Management Team, Local Members
and the Parish Council. Should the option regarding the VAS be supported the works will be
delivered in 2020.
The speed cushion replacements along Rock Road will take place in late October 2020 to minimise
the disruption to the school.

7.0 Appendix
Appendix 7.1: Collision Location Plan
Appendix 7.2: Vehicle Activated Signs Location Plan
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