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Children’s Minister Edward Timpson 
says change is ‘vital’.

The act requires local authorities to 
consider placing children with family 
or friend carers in the first instance 
and, if that is not appropriate, to then 
try to place children in foster-to-adopt 
arrangements with their prospective 
adopters.

The act also seeks to give approved 
adopters a bigger role in the matching 
process by giving them access to 

the Adoption Register, subject to 
“appropriate” safeguards

Speaking ahead of the launch of 
a pilot scheme, Srabani Sen, chief 
executive of the British Association for 
Adoption & Fostering (BAAF) said:

“The principle is a very positive 
one that we’ve got to make 
sure works in a way that is in 
the best interests of children.”

Councillor Richard Overton 
Deputy Leader (Chair of the 
Health and Wellbeing Board)

Welcome...
In this edition we’re 
highlighting three pieces of 
government legislation of 
interest to our group. They 
focus on Adoption and Social 
Care respectively. We also 
feature the work of the Telford 
Street Pastors and PACT who 
recently became a Community 
Interest Company. 

Acting on Adoption
The Children and Families Act 2014 became law in March. A range of 
issues are covered by the act from school meals to smoking in cars but a 
key pillar addresses the process of adoption and the support of looked-
after children.

The Better Care Fund marks a 
shift in targeting resources; from 
acute services into community and 
preventative settings, integrating 
health and social care.  The benefit of 
this approach will be better planning 
to meet the health and care needs of 
people living in Telford and Wrekin, 
helping people to stay living in the 
community longer rather than needing 

to go into hospital as a patient, or 
making sure that people only stay in 
hospital for as long as necessary.

We will be working with our partners 
on piloting project from July to 
October 2014 to help us plan for the 
changes and ensure the right services 
are in place in the community to 
reduce the number of admissions in 
to hospitals.

Better 
Care 
Fund



Care Act focuses 
on wellbeing
The regulations within the Care Act will be implemented 
on a phased basis from April 2015 to April 2017.  

The Care Act 2014 is a landmark piece of legislation that places care 
and support law into a single, clear modern statute for the first time and 
enshrines the principle of individual wellbeing as the driving force behind 
it. The Care Act will make the care and support system clearer and 
fairer for those who need it. Detailed guidance notes have recently been 
released and are out for consultation until mid August. 

www.gov.uk/government/news/care-act-2014-launch-of-care-and-
support-consultation

The key implications are:

 the introduction of a national eligibility criteria

 increased rights for carers

 guarantee of service continuity for service users should a provider 
fail

 adult safeguarding put on a statutory footing as per children’s 
safeguarding

Funding reforms which will not be implemented until April 
2016 include:

 a separation of accommodation 
from care costs

 introduction of a cap on the 
total amount an individual will 
have to pay towards care costs 
over their life-time (including 
self funders)

 an increased upper capital 
threshold for means tested care 

 an extension of the deferred 
payment option

This will increase Local Authority costs in providing care as we anticipate 
an increase in requests for assessments from carers and self funders. 
Programme governance has been established within the Council to 
oversee implementation of the Act over the coming year and progress 
updates will be provided to the Health and Wellbeing Board at key stages 
of the programme. 

Recovering from drug or alcohol 
dependency is not an easy 
journey but the Telford Aftercare 
Team (TACT) provides people 
with practical support and help 
back into gainful employment. 

The service, which is funded 
through the Council’s public health 
grant, became a community 
interest company (CIC) in April.

TACT CIC is run by two paid 
employees and six volunteers, who 
support recovering users and those 
in treatment still struggling to come 
to terms with their addiction.

The drive is to improve the overall 
health and wellbeing of all clients 
accessing the service, supporting 
them to lead productive and 
fulfilling lives in our community.

You can contact TACT by email at 
info@tacteam.org.uk

Recovery 
- it’s all 
about TACT



Contact us
 01952 380672

@ joanne.winborn@telford.gov.uk

8 www.telford.gov.uk/hwb

No butts in smoking declaration

Change 4 Life 
Smart Swaps - 
a local focus

Caring, listening, 
helping

In March, politicians and senior staff at Telford 
& Wrekin Council put pen to paper as part of a 
national commitment to protecting communities 
from the harm caused by smoking.

As signatories of the Local Government Declaration 
on Tobacco Control the council joined other local 
councils across England committing to co-ordinated 
action to cut smoking rates and tobacco use.

One in two regular smokers is killed by tobacco, half 
die before the age of 70 and a quarter of life long 
smokers do not get to pick up their pension.

Councillor Richard Overton, cabinet member for 
Public Health and Public Protection, said: “We want 
to use this declaration to reinvigorate our actions 

and for every partner to join in reducing the harm 
from smoking with a vision of a future generation 
being smoke free”

For more information call 01952 382582 or text 
‘Stop4Life’ on 60777.

You may have seen the Change 4 life TV adverts 
featuring a cartoon family encouraging us 
to make small changes to our diets to live a 
healthier lifestyle.

The campaign was funded by Public Health England 
and here in Telford we adapted the art work to get local 
people on board. We spread the message through 
activities in schools, libraries and the Town Centre. The 
result was an 80% increase in local visits to the national 
Change 4 Life web site.

You can see the range of information available by 
visiting www.nhs.uk/change4life 

For local information on eating more healthily contact 
the Healthy Lifestyles Hub at First Point 01952 382582

Dates for your diary
H&WB Public Meeting 
Wednesday 24 September 2014
Wednesday 10 December 2014 
Wednesday 21 January 2015
Wednesday 11 March 2015
More information on the web www.telford.gov.uk/hwb

First Aid and flip flops may seem an unusual 
combination for a field kit but Telford’s Street 
Pastors have been called on to use both in the 
three years they’ve been patrolling the streets at 
closing time.

Street Pastors carry out their patrols in Telford 
Town Centre, Wellington, Ironbridge, Oakengates, 
Madeley and Dawley engaging with people who are 
out for the night and who sometimes have much 
more to drink than is wise.

They’re fully trained and able to use their skills 
to ease the burden on hard-pressed emergency 
services, allowing the Police and Ambulance 
Services to concentrate on real emergencies.

The flip flops? They provide welcome relief from 
‘killer heels’ syndrome!

Last year Telford Street Pastors:

 Worked 2000 hours

 Engaged with 5522 people

 Gave away 7000 lollipops

 Handed out 43 bottles of water

 & 558 pairs of flip flops!


