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Ve:ak The Buddhlff Fesz‘lval of nght is the .9]‘1 Lankan .
“word for the month of May. Vesak is z‘he hollest day in
. Buddhlsm Buddhists believe that itwas in that month -
the most signifi icanit events of the Buddha’s existence -
.+ took place. On ~rh1: da y are celebrated the birth, the *
> Enllghtenment and the death of the Buddha. This da y

x s u:uallx in the middle-or.last two Weeks of Ma y.
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| Buddhm‘ fe:tlvals are-a time for joy. ThlS glve ‘Buddhm‘s N
" an opportunity to fiieet together and.learn more abput o

* - the Buddha's teachings. Families bring food, candles-
| and flowers. to thediionks in thexmonasteries.. In return, -
-+ . the monks' chant the scriptures lead a period of . *
Ay qun‘atlon and glve teachings on the themes of the.
= femval Tbere is-a party feel to the Whole occasion.
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Durmg the Vesak fe:tlva/ houses and 5treets "
-are cleaned and. deaorated with Buddhlst ﬂags x - -
| M%{”@” . and f/owers .
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‘An image o‘fthe new-born Buddha - in the
+ gesture of pomtlng to the Truth, is usually
X dlsplayed inthe'shrine room. .,
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| Durlng the celebraz‘lon in VIIlages Buddhm‘s gafher around
' statues of the Buddha when it is dark.. They walk araund

2. * z‘he ﬂaz‘ue with candles tlll all is covered in Ilght
©c | | -
- Buddhm‘: use Ilghf (candles butter Iamps) to ce!ebrate X
| Ve:ak to recall that the Buddha showed people how to

*. "y become enllghtened DRI




Vesak is. now celebrated ina varlez‘y df wa ys by* o
Buddhm‘s all over the world. In Sri-Lanka z‘he streets are -
dec%ed with Iante;gns in Thailand, there are processions

and candles arelit as symbols of hope and wisdom
| whlle in ./apan statues of the Buddha are washed wzth
o g scentedwaz‘er S |




« " Enlightenment ~APBuddha,-or fully - EFE 4N
| enllghz‘ened one, is regarded as a sentient. o
(the ability to feelorperceive) being who'

.. has developed all positive qualltles and
| h‘a; eradlcated aI/ negatlve qualltles U
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