
DIWALI

28th October 2008

WALT understand the meaning of the 
festival of Diwali.

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://ritesh2103.files.wordpress.com/2007/11/diwali-festival.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ritesh2103.wordpress.com/2007/11/08/diwali-celebrations/&h=300&w=300&sz=28&hl=en&start=3&um=1&usg=__K9YTvkz2Vs7NhTtD2TAfVbvbBPk=&tbnid=cZ0qtyPKyzqy2M:&tbnh=116&tbnw=116&prev=/images?q=diwali&ndsp=21&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1T4PBEA_en-GBGB287GB287&sa=N
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://library.thinkquest.org/J003067F/images/diwali1.gif&imgrefurl=http://library.thinkquest.org/J003067F/diwali.htm&h=330&w=304&sz=15&hl=en&start=5&um=1&usg=__pmpB4jkzP77ZN-yh4VXyA6FaV50=&tbnid=uZ9vY-Pzn4GrjM:&tbnh=119&tbnw=110&prev=/images?q=diwali&ndsp=21&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1T4PBEA_en-GBGB287GB287&sa=N
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.religionfacts.com/hinduism/images/holidays/diwali-fireworks-cc-sumith-meher.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.religionfacts.com/hinduism/holidays/diwali.htm&h=799&w=800&sz=226&hl=en&start=1&um=1&usg=__OXyABkxoaAlYbUGyo7jBmQl6b2E=&tbnid=w1PuBF12cxcCNM:&tbnh=143&tbnw=143&prev=/images?q=diwali&ndsp=21&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1T4PBEA_en-GBGB287GB287&sa=N
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://sarahndipity.files.wordpress.com/2007/02/diwali-rangoli-b1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://sarahndipity.wordpress.com/2007/02/19/tradition-of-diwali-pooja/&h=338&w=450&sz=94&hl=en&start=13&um=1&usg=__afZOgECXQr9qWcD21A-8SgPSicA=&tbnid=yR-oxFMoOfUKBM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=127&prev=/images?q=diwali&ndsp=21&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1T4PBEA_en-GBGB287GB287&sa=N
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.4to40.com/images/egreetings/Diwali/Shubh_Deepavali_Wishes-Diwali-161_big.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.4to40.com/egreetings/cards.asp?festivals=Shubh_Deepavali_Wishes-Diwali-161&h=600&w=800&sz=951&hl=en&start=36&um=1&usg=__NccRo0Mc8EAC9hEA4FcnNjOg-vM=&tbnid=-iZz8LwE5yDT8M:&tbnh=107&tbnw=143&prev=/images?q=diwali&start=21&ndsp=21&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1T4PBEA_en-GBGB287GB287&sa=N


What is Diwali?
• Diwali is a Hindu festival which lasts for 5 days.
• It is also celebrated by Sikhs.
• Diwali means “row of lighted lamps” and is often called the 

Festival of Lights.
• The festival celebrates good over evil; light over darkness.
• The Goddess of Wealth (Lakshmi) is honoured during Diwali

which is also considered to be the Hindu New Year.
• Because there are many regions in India, Diwali is 

celebrated in many different ways (and also all over the 
World.)

• Diwali is also used to celebrate a successful harvest.



What happens during Diwali?

• Wearing new clothes
• Spring cleaning houses

• Having feasts



Decorating homes and buildings with 
fancy lights, candles and lamps (divas)



Fireworks displays



Exchanging sweets and gifts



Drawing Rangoli patterns on floors

Rangoli patterns are drawn to welcome in visitors to people’s homes.  They 
are also thought to welcome the Goddess of Wealth.



Some of the ancient legends are re-
enacted



The story of the demon Narakaasura

• This demon was an evil king. He ruled with a 
reign of terror, abducted 16,000 daughters of the 
gods, and stole the earrings of Aditi, mother of 
the gods.

• The gods asked Lord Krishna for help, and after a 
mighty battle he killed the demon, freed the girls, 
and recovered the earrings.

• After his victory Krishna returned very early in the 
morning and was bathed and massaged with 
scented oils. Taking an early morning bath with 
oil is still a Diwali tradition.



The story of Rama and Sita

• This is probably the most famous Diwali legend 
and many of the traditions practiced nowadays 
relate to the story.

• The demon Ravana had 10 arms and 10 heads 
and was a wicked King.  He kidnapped Sita, the 
wife of Rama.

• Rama killed the demon and rescued his wife and 
returned to become King.  The people lit rows of 
lamps to guide them home.

• We are now going to watch the story of Rama 
and Sita

http://www.reonline.org.uk/allre/tt_nframe.php?http://www.bl.uk/learning/cult/sacred/stories/


What have you learned?

• What does Diwali mean?
• Who celebrates Diwali?
• What sorts of things do people do during 

Diwali?
• Can you think of any similar things you do at a 

special time of year?
• Do you know what the “moral of the story” is?
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