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1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1

Significance of the Ironbridge Gorge World Heritage Site
Conservation Area

The Ironbridge Gorge Conservation Area was inscribed on the UNESCO list
of World Heritage Sites in 1986 in recognition of its universal significance and
cultural value. The Ironbridge Gorge presents a rare survival of the process of
innovation and experimentation, particularly in the iron industry – the first iron
wheels were cast in 1729; iron rails in 1767; the first iron boat was launched
on the River Severn in 1787; and the Iron Bridge, acknowledged as the first in
the world, was cast in 1779. Included within the Conservation Area is an
archaeological and cultural landscape rich in the evidence of the rise of
industrialisation.
The preservation of the 18th Century industrial remains with the supporting
settlements and infrastructure is exceptional. It is the inaccessibility of the
Gorge area that led to its decline in the 20th Century that has also ensured its
protection.
The five main sites of archaeological and historic interest are:
1. Coalbrookdale – site of the old furnace, where the first successful use
of mineral fuel to smelt iron led to the increase in the world-wide
production of iron; and the buildings of the iron working community.
2. Ironbridge – the Iron Bridge and the small centre that grew up around
it. The earlier settlement of Madeley Wood is discernable still in the
older cottages and scattered settlement pattern overlaid by the new.
The Madeley Wood Company Furnaces (Bedlam) are the remains of
the great expansion in iron making in the 1750’s.
3. Hay Brook Valley – worked in the late 18th and early 19th Centuries
and contain the 1830’s Blists Hill furnaces, two beam blowing engines
of 1851 and the Hay Inclined Plane of the Shropshire Union Canal.
4. Coalport – the china works and ‘new town’ of the 1790’s.
5. Jackfield – important in the industrial history of the Gorge from the 17th
Century, but most celebrated for the manufacture of decorative tiles in
the late 19th and early 20th Centuries.
The Conservation Area and World Heritage Site fully reflects its history and
includes this unique industrial landscape with the supporting settlements and
infrastructure within the dramatic natural landscape and environment of the
River Severn Gorge area.
See Figure 1.1 showing the Conservation Area within its local context.
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An example of the intangible qualities of the area is shown in the short walk
from the Iron Bridge up through the historic settlement to Hodgebower. The
lane passes through the Market Place, up Jacob’s Ladder to the churchyard
and Church Hill, following contour platforms and presenting glimpses of the
history and environmental qualities that are distinctive of the Gorge area.

1.2 Purpose of the Conservation Area Appraisal
Section 69 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act
1990 requires local planning authorities to designate as conservation areas
any “areas of special architectural or historic interest the character or
appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance”. Local authorities
are required to regularly review the extent of conservation areas within their
districts.
Section 71 of the Act requires local planning authorities to formulate and
publish proposals for the preservation and enhancement of conservation
areas and to submit them for consideration to a public meeting. Following
designation the local authority, in exercising its planning powers, must pay
special attention to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or
appearance of the conservation area (Section 72 of the Act).
This appraisal is a statement of the special architectural and historic interest
of the Ironbridge Gorge Conservation Area. It is provided to inform the
management of the area and, in particular, the formulation of policies, the
determination of applications for development and proposal for enhancement.
It is the character of areas, rather than individual buildings that the Act seeks
to preserve or enhance. Conservation area designation should be seen as the
prime means of recognising, protecting and enhancing the identity of places
with special character. Quality of place should be the prime consideration in
identifying conservation areas although there can be no standard specification
for them.
Designating a conservation area does not prevent future change to buildings
and their surroundings. It does mean, however, that the local planning
authority, when considering planning applications, including those that are
outside a conservation area but would affect its setting, must pay special
regard to whether the proposed changes “preserve or enhance the character
or appearance of the conservation area”.
The designation should enable the character of the area to be retained and
controlled, ensuring that any new development is sympathetic to both the
special architectural and historic interest of the area, but without affecting its
function or prosperity.If a proposal involves the total demolition of a structure
or building within the conservation area then Conservation Area Consent from
the local authority will be required. Otherwise development in conservation
areas is dealt with through the normal planning application process. Subject to
some exceptions, trees are protected in conservation areas and proposals to
cut down, top or lop a tree is required to give six weeks written notice.
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Section 71 of the Act requires local planning authorities to formulate and
publish proposals for the preservation and enhancement of conservation
areas and to submit them for consideration to a public meeting.
This Appraisal provides:
•
•

a statement of the special architectural and historic interest of the
Ironbridge Conservation Area; and
information on the management of the area including the policy
background;

in order to assist any evaluation or determination of applications for
development or proposals for change and enhancement within the
Conservation Area.

1.3 Boundary and date of designation
The Ironbridge and Coalbrookdale area was first designated as a
Conservation Area in 1971. The wider and current Conservation Area
boundary was defined and designated in 1980 and inscribed on the UNESCO
list of World Heritage Sites in 1986.
See Figure 1.1 identifying the Conservation Area and World Heritage
Site boundary and the main settlements.
A review of the periphery area has demonstrated the validity of the selected
boundary except for the opportunity for minor adjustments within the Madeley
urban area to follow the current Heritage Economic Regeneration Scheme
being implemented in Madeley.
See Figure 1.2 showing the potential boundary changes in Madeley.
The case has been presented by Bridgnorth District Council, with a study
prepared by The Ironbridge Institute in 1997, to include the Broseley
Conservation Area within the Ironbridge Gorge World Heritage Site. Although
there are convincing heritage arguments for the importance of the linkage
between the two areas, a recommendation on the inclusion of Broseley within
the World Heritage Site is not part of this Appraisal. A decision to incorporate
the Broseley Conservation Area within the Ironbridge Gorge Conservation
Area is not necessary, as Broseley already benefits from the designation
controls and no advantage could be achieved by adding to the already
extensive Ironbridge Gorge Conservation Area and its numerous settlements.
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2.0 IRONBRIDGE GORGE CONSERVATION AREA
2.1 Context of the Conservation Area
The Ironbridge Gorge Conservation Area and World Heritage Site (WHS)
share a common boundary and cover an area of approximately 550 hectares.
The majority of the area lies within the Borough of Telford & Wrekin although
two parcels of land to the southwest and south east of the site are within
Bridgnorth District. See Figure 1.2.
The Conservation Areas of Ironbridge and Coalbrookdale were designated in
1971. This area was subsequently extended to its present size in 1980 and
designated as the Severn Gorge Conservation Area. The same boundary was
inscribed in 1986 as the Ironbridge Gorge World Heritage Site on the
nomination of the UK Government.
A Management Plan for the World Heritage Site was prepared in 2000 by the
World Heritage Site Strategy Group to respond to the Operational Guidelines
issued by UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee. The main aims of the
Management Plan (summarised) are:
•
•
•
•

to provide objectives for the management of the WHS;
to outline a sustainable approach to the future management of WHS;
to increase public awareness;
and to establish a prioritised programme of actions.

Management responsibility for interests in the World Heritage Site include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Department for Culture, Media and Sport;
The Department for Transport, Local Government and the Regions;
English Heritage;
ICOMOS UK;
English Nature;
The Environment Agency;
Borough of Telford & Wrekin;
Shropshire County Council;
Bridgnorth District Council; and
The five Parish Councils.

Statutory designations include:
•
•
•
•
•

World Heritage Site status;
Severn Gorge Conservation Area
Over 250 Listed Buildings;
Seven Scheduled Ancient Monuments; and
Two Sites of Special Scientific Interest.
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The Conservation Area is covered by the Wrekin Local Plan, adopted
February 2000 for the period from 1995 to 2006 and the Bridgnorth District
Local Plan, adopted in September 1994. They contain specific policies
relating to the Historic Environment covering Conservation Areas, Listed
Buildings, Historic Landscapes, Buildings of Local Interest, Local Townscape
Areas and, in the case of the Wrekin Local Plan, a separate section on the
Severn Gorge.
An Article 4 Direction limiting Permitted Development Rights throughout the
portion of the Severn Gorge Conservation Area within Telford and Wrekin
Borough was confirmed in January 1999. This covers – chimneys; windows;
external doors; gates, fences, and walls; alteration to roofs; porches; and the
provision of hardstanding within any curtilage.
The area incorporates the communities of Coalbrookdale, Coalport, Ironbridge
and Madeley Wood, Coalford and Jackfield, and part of Madeley, as well as
all the major sites of historic and cultural significance within the Gorge.
The area has a population of approximately 4000 and a wide range of
businesses including the Aga-Rayburn industrial works, retail and community
services and a thriving tourism industry. Collectively there is employment for
some 1500 people and an estimated 600,000 visitors to the site per annum.
The site lies within and to the south of the new town of Telford, although its
historic and cultural significance is intrinsically linked to its location at the
southern end of the Coalbrookdale Coalfield. This extends 16 km from north
to south and is no more than 5 km at its widest from east to west. The
coalfield was exceptionally rich in mineral resources including coal, iron ore,
clay and both carboniferous and Silurian limestone. The River Severn that
flows through the Gorge has enabled the products of this mineral wealth to be
transported to a wider market.

2.2 Geology
The Ironbridge Gorge WHS incorporates the deeply incised valley of the River
Severn together with the two tributary valleys of Coalbrookdale and
Washbrook.
The Gorge itself is a glacial feature which was deepened when the River
Severn was diverted from its original course and cut through the southern end
of the coalfield leaving its rich resource of minerals conveniently exposed.
Productive Middle and Lower Coal Measures underline the area. Thinning
beds of Upper Coal Measures siltstones and marl, with sandstones, occur at
Coalport, in the Washbrook valley and around the western edge of a
productive coalfield in a crescent from Woodside to Madeley Wood. The drift
cover is mainly boulder clay but sands and gravels occur around Cuckoo Oak,
Hills Lane and Blists Hill in the east and near Lodge and Strethill Farms in the
west. There are alluvial deposits in the lower part of Coalbrookdale and
westwards along the Severn. Lincoln Hill on the eastern side of Coalbrookdale
is a spectacular outcrop of Silurian Limestone.
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The steep slopes of the Severn Gorge and of Coalbrookdale are geologically
unstable and prone to movement in certain locations and landslips have
occurred particularly in areas of extensive fill; mining subsidence also affects
the area.
The clay allowed the manufacture of bricks and tiles that formed the core
material from which the majority of post 17th century buildings within the
Gorge were constructed. The range of different strata of clay allowed the
diversification and specialisation of the clay industries, especially on the south
bank of the river Severn in Broseley and Jackfield which became famous for
roof tiles, white bricks, common bricks and specials, as well as decorative
tiles, pottery and clay tobacco pipes.

This photograph from the turn of the twentieth century was taken from the south side of the
Severn looking over Nailers Row, now demolished, to the western end of Ironbridge and
Lincoln Hill beyond. The impact of the years of limestone extraction on the hillside can be
clearly seen.

2.3 History of development
2.3.1 Early settlement
Although the 18th century is the key period within the Gorge in which patterns
for industrial development throughout the world were set, the framework for
these groundbreaking events evolved over many centuries. In medieval times
limestone was quarried for building and coal was being mined. It is likely that
Madeley was first settled in cleared woodland some time before the mid 8th
century. What is known is that in 1269 Madeley acquired a market and fair,
coal was being mined by 1322 and by the early 16th century iron was being
produced at several furnaces and local clays were employed to manufacture
tiles and pottery.
10

Though its minerals were exploited on an increasingly large scale from the
early 17th century, the parish remained predominantly agricultural with, in
1660, a range of trades appropriate to a small market town: mercer, tailors,
glover, butchers, carpenters, coopers, bowyer and smiths. In the later 17th
century some of the tradesmen began to specialise in work for the mines and
the river trade. The industrial population c.1660 was small, perhaps not
exceeding three dozen, consisting chiefly of colliers and trowmen with a few
skilled workers and probably some labourers.
In the latter half of the 16th and into the 17th centuries coal mining and iron
working increased significantly. The topography of the Coalbrookdale valley
enabled the construction of a series of reservoirs and dams feeding waterpowered bellows and hammers. The combination of mineral resources, waterpowered machinery and the River Severn to transport goods to and from the
area led to a wide range of industries developing including the manufacture of
salt, clay pipes, glass, tar, pitch, oil, lead, pottery and tiles.
Many of the families of the community of miners, craftsmen and barge owners
that grew up in the Gorge in the 17th century settled on common land or waste
ground whose owners allowed cottage building. Some of this type of informal
“squatter” settlement is evident today in the fragmented pattern of built
development seen in many parts of the area and in the extensive network of
tracks and paths that criss-cross the valley sides of the Gorge.
2.3.2 Population
The Victorian County History of Shropshire estimates population figures for
the former Madeley parish - an area approximately twice the size of the WHS,
to the north of the River Severn but including the settlements of
Coalbrookdale, Ironbridge, Madeley and Coalport.
In 1660 340 paid poll tax and in 1672 tax was paid on 174 hearths in 61
houses. In the 18th century the population grew rapidly. There were c.340
families by 1753 and by 1782 the estimated population was 2690: 560
families in 440 houses. By 1801 it was 4758: 942 families in 921 houses. The
population reached a peak in the 1860’s of c.9450 followed by a period of
decline reflecting the economic downturn.
2.3.3 Abraham Darby
The most significant trigger for this population growth was the successful use
of coal (in the form of coke) in the smelting of iron ore developed by Abraham
Darby of Coalbrookdale from 1709. These technical developments inspired
further groundbreaking innovations including the practical application of the
steam engine. These were used to pump water from mines, to re-circulate
water to the reservoirs and from 1776 to directly work the bellows of the blast
furnaces. These engines were built at the Coalbrookdale works that became
one of the principal suppliers of cylinders for engines built elsewhere in
Britain. There was a virtuous circular link between the ironworks, coalmines
and steam engine.
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The use of the engines increased the productivity both of the mines and the
ironworks, which in turn lowered the cost of iron and made engines cheaper.
The development of iron rails and wheels for wagons, the construction of iron
barges and the design and building of the Iron Bridge itself, constructed
between 1777 and 1781, are all new technologies that were both developed
and utilised within the Gorge.

The Upper Works at Coalbrookdale, 1758. Tea Kettle Row and the larger houses of Darby
Road can be seen to the right hand side of the picture with views over the Upper Furnace
Pool.

After a period of recession during the early 1760’s, expansion began again
under Richard Reynolds, son-in-law of Abraham II, who had control of the
company at this period, and continued with Abraham III. In 1776 the Bedlam
or Madeley Wood blast furnaces, built in 1758 on the banks of the Severn,
were purchased by Darby. Further forges, quarries and mines were
developed to the north of the gorge and the Coalbrookdale operation became
the largest single iron-making concern in the country.
In 1789 Abraham Darby III died at the age of 39, to be buried, like his father,
in the little Quaker burial ground overlooking the Upper Furnace Pool in
Coalbrookdale. The company’s affairs had become unwieldy and the complex
pattern of partnership established between the Darbys and the Reynolds
families was causing difficulty. In 1796 these interests were separated, the
Darbys retaining the Coalbrookdale and Horsehay works and William
Reynolds, the son of Richard, took control of Madeley Wood and Ketley
ironworks and associated mines.
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During the 19th century the Gorge diminished as an area of international
economic significance. Nevertheless the Coalbrookdale works became
celebrated for its ornamental cast iron and the establishment of the Craven
Dunnill and Maw brothers works at Jackfield led to the production of
decorative tiles that were used in public buildings in most of the principal cities
of the British Empire.
Jackfield, on the southern bank of the river Severn was historically linked to
the settlement of Broseley, further to the south, that was an important focus of
the clay-pipe and roof tile industries. Jackfield provided the link between
Broseley and the River Severn, and railways, tramways and tracks ran north
to south across the area. Further disruption was to come in 1862 with the
construction of the Severn Valley Railway, parallel to the River, and the
provision of the substantial Tile Works buildings adjacent to the railway line.

View towards the chimneys of Jackfield over the Free Bridge under construction in 1908-09

2.3.4 Historic maps
Figures 2.1 to 2.4 illustrate the development footprint of Coalbrookdale and
Ironbridge/Madeley Wood for pre-1700, 1750, 1800 and 1850 respectively,
showing the rapid growth in the later 17th and early 18th centuries. The pools
and dams stepping down the valley can also be clearly seen as can the
network of railway lines linking the ironworks with the River. Apparent across
the entire area is the network of tracks and paths that weave their way across
the hillsides, formalised into more defined streets on the more intensively
developed slopes of Ironbridge in the 19th century.
The diagrammatic plan of Coalbrookdale from 1753, Figure 2.5, highlights the
importance of the pools and the clusters of both industrial and residential
buildings that were developed between them.
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The 1789 sketch view of Coalbrookdale, by J. Farington, Figure 2.6, gives a
sense of the landscape of the area at the time. The six workers cottages at
Charity Row, Church Road can be seen to the right hand side of the sketch.
The extract from the Broseley Hall Estate Map, c.1720, Figure 2.7 shows the
railways and tracks that connected Jackfield with the works at Broseley. By
1883 and the first edition of the Ordnance Survey map for the area, Figure
2.8, the Severn Valley Railway has severed the settlement and there is a
profusion of Brick and Tile Works around it. Figure 2.9 illustrates the
coalmining and brickworks within the Broseley parish in the late 19th century.
There were numerous small brickworks throughout the entire area of the WHS
producing the bricks that were the raw material of the majority of the buildings
within the Gorge. No brick making survives today creating difficulties in finding
suitable bricks for repairs and sympathetic new build development.
The same 1883 map for Madeley, Figure 2.10, illustrates the market area in
front of the Anstice Institute, now absorbed within the 1960’s shopping centre.
Church Street and Station Road can be seen as loops off the main east-west
axis of High Street and Park Street with a clear separation between the
cluster of development around St Michael’s Church and the linear
development along the High Street.
The 1849 map of the Parish of Madeley, Figure 2.11, shows the linkages
between Madeley, Coalbrookdale and the Gorge area as a whole and
indicates the extent of Brickworks and Ironworks that were in use in the area.
The 1883 Ordnance Survey maps for Coalport and Blists Hill, Figures 2.12
and 2.13, show the interconnected infrastructure of canals, railways and the
Hay Inclined Plane that provided the linkage between the industries in the
Gorge and the wider area.

2.4 Communications
As well as the extensive informal network of cart ways and footpaths within
the Gorge, the rich natural resources of the area and their exploitation
necessitated the creation of an infrastructure of strategic linkages to open up
additional access and to enable trade with the wider catchment area of Britain
and the Empire.
2.4.1 The River Severn
The River Severn was the earliest main artery of trade on which barges were
in use by the early 15th century. By the early 17th century there was a
community of barge and trowmen settled in the Gorge where, from riverside
wharves, coal became the staple trade up to Shrewsbury and down to Bristol.
Although horse tow paths began to be introduced at the end of the 18th
century and the Coalbrookdale Company owned a small river fleet briefly
c.1800, other industrialists never tried to integrate river transport into their
operations. The competition from railways caused the river trade to decline
sharply in the mid 19th century and it was virtually extinct by the mid 1880’s.
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2.4.2 River crossings
Before 1780, the Severn was not bridged between Buildwas to the west and
Bridgnorth to the south, with coracles and ferries being used instead. The
wooden Coalport bridge was built in 1780 and was then rebuilt in iron in 1799
and 1818. This new connection was important for William Reynold’s
development of Coalport in the 1790’s.

Coalport Ferry at the foot of the Hay Inclined Plane, (left), photographed at the beginning of
th
the 20 century before the Memorial Footbridge was built in 1922.A similar view today, (right),
shows the Plane, just visible in the trees, and footbridge. All buildings in the older photograph,
except the short row of terraced houses at the top of the picture, have since been
demolished. Another change that is apparent in a comparison of old photographs of the
Gorge with the setting today is the extent of vegetation.

The Iron Bridge itself was built between 1777-80 and in 1909 the ferroconcrete Haynes Memorial bridge, the first non toll bridge in the area, was
constructed. It was replaced by the current Ladywood bridge in 1994. In 1922
a war memorial footbridge was built at Coalport replacing Coalport ferry that
had closed in 1912.
2.4.3 Roads
Two principal roads crossed the parish of Madeley from early times and were
turnpiked under an Act of 1764. The road from Worcester via Bridgnorth to
Wellington, bypassing Madeley to the east was unimportant for
communications within the parish. The Shifnal to Much Wenlock road,
however, crossed the parish from east to west and lanes led out of it. From
the two southward loops forming the streets of Madeley, lanes went south
down the Washbrook valley to the Lloyds. To the north were lanes giving
access to the open fields and to Madeley Court.
Although there was apparently no public road within Coalbrookdale until the
later 18th century, when one was made beside the railway, from the 17th
century the ironworks used the dale as a route to the wharfage at Loadcroft.
The earliest route between Madeley and Coalbrookdale was a bridle road,
probably the later Church Road, over Lincoln Hill, adopted by the parish
c.1854.
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The building of the Iron Bridge caused the Madeley turnpike trustees to
provide a route to it from near the top of Lincoln Hill, first by improvement of
an existing lane (the later Ironbridge High Street), and then by a sharp turn
uphill into a new road (the later Church Hill). From 1782 the owner of
Loadcroft wharf allowed the use of the Wharfage as a road to the bridge from
the bottom of Lincoln Hill. In the early 19th century the Wharfage was
turnpiked and the road now known as Madeley Road had been constructed
from Ironbridge High Street to the turnpike road at the top of the hill. The road
up through Coalbrookdale was turnpiked c. 1817.
The Development Corporation greatly modified the road pattern by building
three large housing estates between 1966 and 1975, each with a perimeter
road. Central Madeley was bypassed to the north by Parkway and to the east
by a link road from Madeley roundabout to Coalport Road at Blists Hill.
2.4.4 Railways
The earliest rail or waggon ways in the parish linked the coalmines at Madeley
Wood to the River Severn. One, almost a mile long was laid from the Lane pit
in 1692. Another, from a pit in Lloyds dingle had a wind and chain to let coal
and ironstone wagons down the steep hillside. In 1786 William Reynolds
began a technically more ambitious route in the riverside meadows soon to be
developed as Coalport. The tar tunnel, planned as an underground canal, was
driven 1000 yards into the side of the hill and 150 feet below ground to reach
the pits at Blists Hill, but in the event, rails were laid to bring out the coal.
Until 1767 rails were constructed in wood when Richard Reynolds introduced
iron rails, the first in the country. By 1785 the Coalbrookdale Company had
over 20 miles of iron railways.
The Madeley branch of the Great Western Railway, (GWR), opened in 1854,
had a station near Madeley Court and terminated at Lightmoor. About 1858
the Coalbrookdale Company’s Wellington and Severn Junction Railway
reached Lightmoor from the north; only in 1864, however, did the GWR’s
Wenlock Railway, crossing the Severn by the Albert Edward Bridge, make the
long-planned extension through Coalbrookdale to Lightmoor Junction.
The Coalport Branch Railway opened through the eastern part of the parish in
1860 from Madeley Market station to the east of Madeley and terminating at
Coalport East station. Both stations closed for passengers in 1952 and
completely in 1960. The line was crossed by the spectacular Lee Dingle
bridge, carrying the tramway from the Meadow Pit to the Blists Hill furnaces
and brickworks, and then shortly after passing through a tunnel under the old
works entrance it began a descent of 1 in 31 - believed to be the steepest
gradient over which locomotive-hauled standard gauge passenger trains have
ever travelled in the UK.
To the south of the river, The Severn Valley Railway opened in 1862 with
stations at Ironbridge, Broseley and Coalport West to the south of the
Coalport Bridge. The stations closed in 1963 and the line in 1970.
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2.4.5 Canals
A branch of the Shropshire Canal built through the eastern part of the parish
between 1789 and 1792 was connected via an inclined plane to a lower canal
running parallel to the river Severn at Coalport where the canal / river
interchange became the focal point of Reynold’s new community and china
works. The Hay Inclined Plane that linked into Blists Hill, transported boats up
and down the hillside covering a vertical drop of 207 feet.

Ironbridge and Broseley Station and extensive railway sidings of the Severn Valley Railway
can be seen to the right of the Iron Bridge in this view c.1905.
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3.0 SETTLEMENTS IN THE CONSERVATION AREA
The Gorge changed relatively slowly from a rural to an industrial district, much
more slowly than the industrial towns of the Midlands and the North. As a
consequence the settlement patterns have evolved in a relatively haphazard
fashion. In stark contrast to industrial towns where rows of regimented houses
were rapidly built in large-scale developments, the scattered villages of the
Ironbridge area were characterised by short rows or single cottages clustered
together with no coherent plan or unifying structure.
The part-time nature of some industrial work and the need for miners to
supplement their income through agriculture necessitated the incorporation of
allotments and/or smallholdings and a consequent informality of plot division.
This ad-hoc pattern is then over-laid by the more planned, but localised,
development of speculative worker’s housing in short terraces, the more
formal concentration of commercial buildings at the bridge crossing and the
clusters of houses that sprang up around individual areas of mining and
industrial activity.
The Ironbridge Conservation Area is extensive and incorporates the separate
settlements of Madeley, Coalbrookdale, Madeley Wood and Ironbridge,
Coalford and Jackfield, and Coalport. To enable a structured and concise
analysis of the area as a whole it is necessary to appraise each of these subareas independently. This can be augmented by an overarching analysis of
the site as a whole, the inter-relationship between the individual sub-areas
and the character of the areas of less intensive built development much of
which played a significant role in the functioning of the area in respect of
transport linkages and the mining of resources.

3.1 The historic landscape context and character
The landscape of the Ironbridge Gorge is fundamental to the perception and
understanding of the cultural history of the World Heritage Site as a whole.
Apart from its visual distinction, forming an arcadian setting to the monuments
and historic settlements, it also tells a vivid story of man’s intervention in the
environment in pursuit of industrial and domestic development.
The character of a piece of landscape is generated by, on the one hand, relief
and drainage, and on the other, by man’s use of the land and its vegetative
cover. These two main themes are illustrated in Figures 3.1 Relief and
Drainage and 3.2 Settlement and Landcover. In addition, perception of
character can be influenced by historic and cultural associations, say by a
writer, painter, or vividly in the case of the Ironbridge Gorge, by industrialists
and entrepreneurs.
Looking first at topography, we see a landscape which is still immature,
dynamic and evolving. The Gorge is considered to be the result of glacial
waters acting upon Silurian and Carboniferous rocks incising a relatively deep
and steep sided valley into an otherwise gently undulating plateau.
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Short but well incised valleys drain into the Gorge on both banks. The geology
and the processes working upon it form much of the raison d’etre of the past
industrial activity: mineral resources, water and coal power, and lines of easy
movement.
Second, in terms of land use and land cover, the dominant picture is a mosaic
of woodland, settlement and communications with open pasture. The
woodland is mainly mixed deciduous in character standing on the steep valley
slopes. Industry and habitation occupy the narrow valley floors and
sometimes, as at Ironbridge, rise up the slpoes informally giving a character of
dispersion. There is a limited amount of pasture scattered throughout giving a
welcome contrast to the confined landscape. This overall pattern has evolved
in recent centuries with much of the woodland standing on earlier mineral
workings. In addition, in terms of land use, there is a complex network of
roads and tracks, railways and canal features, as well as the river, which
articulate the landscape and give it additional meaning and significance.
Bringing the two themes together we see a complex landscape of great visual
distinctiveness where natural and man made forces have come together to
deliver a unique and memorable scenery with profound historic and cultural
resonances.
We see, in particular, and often vividly, how man’s activities and the
landscape are so closely linked and act upon one another. Early examples
include the loss of woodland for fuel, the use of water for power, the impact of
mining on the slopes, the organic pattern of settlement, and the lines of
movement and innovative transportation. Patterns of land ownership or the
development of better technologies continued to influence the landscape until,
finally, we see how the availability of water from the Severn for cooling brings
modern power generation into the landscape at the periphery of the World
Heritage Site.
The overall picture, the making of an early industrial landscape and its later
transformation into an arcadian landscape studded with great monuments and
historic settlements, is expressed with vigour and impact along the Ironbridge
Gorge. The story is of exceptional historic and cultural significance, and it is
not often that the evolution of a landscape so vividly supports the story of the
built heritage.

3.2 Madeley
3.2.1 Settlement pattern
Madeley was the earliest significant settlement to develop within the
Ironbridge Gorge WHS, due to its location adjacent to the route between
Shifnal and Much Wenlock and the granting of a market in the late 13th
century. The open fields of the early medieval settlement at Madeley were
accessible from two southward loops - the later Church Street and Station
Road - out of the route between Wenlock and Shifnal, the current High Street
and Park Street.
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The junction of High Street, Court Street, Church Street and Park Street was
the location of a Market Square. This road pattern was interrupted in 1968-70
with the construction of a new shopping centre and flats that severed the link
between High Street and Park Street. Furthermore, the inward-looking
scheme does little to engage or integrate with the surrounding road network.
The construction of Parkway, a bypass built by Dawley UDC in 1967-68
severed the High street to the east and formed a barrier to the north where it
cuts across Court Street.
Today Madeley provides a focus for local shopping and community services.
It lies north of, and outside, the steeply sloping sides of the Gorge itself and
apart from specific locations such as St Michael’s churchyard, there are no
significant views to the wider landscaped areas.
3.2.2 Character areas
The overall character of Madeley is more influenced by the presence of the
20th century development of Telford New Town than the rest of the World
Heritage Site. This manifests itself in the impact of new development both
within and around the area- for example the 1960’s shopping centre and the
new highway network.
It was the dominant early settlement within the gorge area and there are
surviving examples of 17th century timber-framed houses, for example 61 and
62, High Street, as well as other early structures now enveloped within later
development. The oldest building is the 16th Century Little Hay, a jeweller’s
shop at the top of the High Street.
Within the conservation area itself there are several distinct areas of
contrasting character, resulting from the differing combinations of land and
building uses together with the variety of form and massing of development.
The location of each of the principal character areas is indicated in Figure 3.3
and a summary of their individual characteristics are outlined below.
High Street
As the High Street rises from east to west, subtle twists and turns in the
alignment of the road offer a series of shifting short-range vistas. The building
line is generally to the back edge of the pavement and where it is set back it is
usually behind a boundary wall and/or railings.
Scale of development is a mix of largely two and three storeys with the
topography providing additional variety and interest as buildings step up the
slope. Buildings are predominantly of brick construction although several have
subsequently been rendered which, whilst providing variety in the streetscape
is further dilution of the original character of the area
The main retail provision within Madeley is located within the 1960’s shopping
centre at the western end of the High Street. The High Street itself
accommodates a mix of secondary retail, offices, banks, a pub, community
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facilities, take-away restaurants and cafes as well as the Catholic Church and
two chapel buildings, one now in community use. There are several surviving
original shop fronts but where they have been replaced they are generally of
poor quality and further diminished aesthetically by the incorporation of
security grilles. There is also a significant amount of residential
accommodation within the High Street.

The subtle twists and turns of the High Street as it rises up to the west create a sense of
enclosure, heightened by the building line generally at the back edge of the pavement

It is somewhat of an anti-climax, on arrival at the western end of the High
Street, to be faced with the uninviting exterior of the shopping centre, an
inward-looking courtyard layout that presents a very poor aspect to its
surrounding neighbours. Although the Grade II listed Anstice Memorial
Institute is embedded within the shopping centre, the external envelope of the
development as a whole has the appearance, and to a significant extent the
role of, a service area for the retail units within it.
Court Street
Running north from the western end of the High Street, Court Street is a
straight street with two-storey cottage style development to both sides. The
building line is to the back edge of the pavement and there is good continuity
of development giving a well-enclosed and integrated streetscape. The
attractive scale and form of development is diminished somewhat by the
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rendering and the erosion of original details such as fenestration and its
replacement with unconvincing modern replica windows. This has a significant
impact on the simple but well proportioned elevations. Like the High Street
there are several buildings where painted brickwork or render is replacing the
original fairfaced brickwork.

Although severed by Parkway to the north, the part of Court Street within the conservation
area retains a good continuity of built development although the erosion of original details
such as fenestration has a significant impact on the simple but well proportioned elevations

To the east of Court Street and parallel to it, is a row of cottages of similar
scale and character to those in Court Street itself. However both the buildings
and their surrounding environment are in poor condition. To the north, and
outside the Conservation Area, Court Street continues but has been severed
by Parkway, built as part of the Telford New Town development.
Church Street (east)
Although there is only a short pedestrian link between High Street and Church
Street, there is a significant change of character from one to the other. The
Little Haye, 43 and 44 Church Street is probably a two bay medieval hall with
a variety of 17th, 18th and 19th century additions, and is the oldest surviving
building in Madeley. Although it accommodates retail premises the remainder
of Church Street has a largely residential character.
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St Michael’s Church, (to the right), and the old vicarage, (centre left), create an informal
grouping of attractive buildings around the perimeter of the open space adjacent to the
church.

The two triangular open spaces; north of St Michael’s Church and to the north
of the Old Vicarage, and the development that surrounds them, create the
ambience of rural village greens. They are well enclosed by buildings and
boundary walls and have an attractive informality in the variety and irregularity
of building alignments. The space around the Church is further enhanced with
the quality of the buildings around it including the Church itself, the Old
Vicarage, the Vicarage, and Old School forming an attractive mix of Georgian,
Victorian and Gothic Revival styles. More recent development such as the
sheltered flats north of the Six Bells Pub are less sympathetic to the character
of the area in the low boundary wall, and building line set back some distance
from the road line.
Church Street (west)
The Old Hall and its associated outbuildings and boundary walls dominate the
western part of Church Street. Although the Old Hall itself is now absorbed
within a sympathetically designed sheltered housing scheme, the barns,
coach house and high walls form an attractive ensemble of buildings and
structures.
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Church Street (west)

Russell Road and the War Memorial

Russell Road
To the north west of the shopping centre is a well-enclosed area of public
open space in the form of a formal green space and adjacent war memorial.
Russell Road runs to the east of the Green and is bounded on the eastern
side by attractive two-storey brick cottages set behind railings. Russell Road
runs north in the form of a narrow road bounded by high brick walls to meet a
subway beneath Parkway.

3.3

Coalbrookdale

3.3.1 Settlement pattern
In addition to the small market town at Madeley, the second early settlement
in the parish, two kilometres to the west, was in Coalbrookdale where
inhabitants are mentioned from the 13th century. It was of a very small scale
however and in 1700 the whole village comprised no more than a furnace, five
houses and a forge or two. Before Abraham Darby’s arrival in the early 18th
century Coalbrookdale’s environs were “very barren with little money stirring”.
By the 1750’s the Coalbrookdale Company’s enterprises had filled the valley
bottom with works, railways and houses comprising a settlement of perhaps
400 inhabitants. Workers cottages were built in rows by the company and
these sit alongside more substantial houses built for the Darby family and
other industrialists.
Coalbrookdale encapsulates the integration between the industrial heritage,
the community that developed to support it and the landscape that provides
the setting for this historic association. The steep topography has greatly
influenced the pattern of development and the resultant tiers of terraces and
larger detached houses that are set amongst the wooded valley sides.
Important heritage features along the watercourses include the pools (many
now filled) and the remains of the dams that were part of the industrial
infrastructure.
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It does not appear to have developed in accordance with any definite plan and
as such has within its urban form many informal, rural qualities. However it is
the ironworks in the heart of the valley that is the dominant physical form and
the hub of all other built development. The pattern of development was
characterised by clusters of houses and cottages immediately adjacent to the
furnaces and forges. The reservoirs within the valley also constrained the
location of new development as did the continuation of agricultural uses within
the dale that pushed the housing onto the steeper slopes that could not be
productively used for agriculture. The domestic and community buildings that
overlook the works can be seen as integral parts of the industrial “campus”,
provided on an expediency basis to fuel the foundry with its workforce.

Dale House, on the left, was built by Abraham Darby I, while Rosehill House, to the right, was
built by Richard Ford. Behind Rosehill Richard Hill built Tea Kettle Row, a speculative venture
to encourage workers to settle in the area.

There is no natural focal point or centre to the settlement. Rather there are
several key buildings and structures; the Church, the Institute, the viaduct and
the ironworks themselves that are visual nodes in a backdrop of buildings and
walls set amongst the surrounding vegetation.
The integrated nature of the valley as a whole means that the area does not
naturally break down into clearly distinct character areas. However, there are
several clusters of development within the site as a whole that have their own
particular identity. The location of these areas is shown diagrammatically on
Figure 3.4 and the principal characteristics are briefly described below.
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3.3.2 Character areas
Wellington Road and Dale Road
Although Wellington Road and Dale Road form a spine road that runs northsouth down the valley it never quite forms a sufficient continuity of built
development to either side to have a particularly urban quality. One is always
aware of the wider views to the buildings beyond and the backdrop of the
wooded valley sides. Several key buildings along its length represent
important stages in the development of Coalbrookdale.
Rose Cottages is one of the older surviving properties within the gorge. Dated
1642, the row of four timber-framed houses were created for the workmen in
the nearby forges and steelworks. The building was probably converted from
an even older barn built in the 16th century.

Rose Cottages (left) is one of the older surviving properties within the gorge. Carpenters Row
(right) was purpose built to accommodate employees at the adjacent ironworks.

The Upper Forge was built in 1776 and was initially intended to be a slitting
mill. It was subsequently used for the stamping and potting process and was
converted to a mill and stables in the 1830’s.
Carpenters Row is a late 18th century range of ten simple cottages built to
accommodate the carpenters at the ironworks. It is particularly interesting due
to its retention of many features including cast iron windows and chimney pots
and timber window shutters and plank doors. Originally, vegetable plots were
laid out in front of the dwellings but these were lost when the track to the front
of the cottages was widened to a road- the original road ran through the
Works.
Darby Road
Darby Road was the focus for some of the earliest residential development
within the area including grand houses built for the Darby family themselves
side by side with purpose-built worker’s cottages such as Tea Kettle Row.
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Tea Kettle Row was built as a speculative venture to house workers. Begun in
1735 it was extended over the following ten years to its current length of six
dwellings. It was built by Richard Ford and stands just behind his own house,
Rosehill built in the 1720’s. Next to Rosehill is Dale House, begun by
Abraham Darby I but not completed before his death in 1717. Both derive
their design influences from the wider fashions of the day rather than a more
local vernacular and are fine early Georgian brick houses. Their symmetrical
fronts introduced an ordered plan to the houses in contrast to the traditional
houses that were more informally arranged around a great hall.

Tea Kettle Row (left) was a speculative venture by Richard Ford, situated just behind his own
house, Rosehill.
At Woodside (right) the streetscape is unified by the brick walls that form narrow streets and
passageways through the area.

Woodside
Like Darby Road, Woodside incorporates both substantial detached houses
and terraces of worker’s cottages. They are integrated into a unified
streetscape of red brick walls that provide a well-enclosed network of narrow
streets and passageways.
Within Coalbrookdale there are many fine historic buildings, from simple
single cottages to the more substantial institutional buildings such as the
Coalbrookdale Literary and Scientific Institution. This was built in 1859, six
years after the founding of the Institution itself, for the benefit of the
employees of the Coalbrookdale Company. Other simpler structures such as
the former Mill and former School in School Road retain many of their original
architectural features including cast iron windows, lintels and sills.
The Ironworks
In the base of the Coalbrookdale valley are the Ironworks buildings
themselves. The former Upper Works forms an attractive courtyard of
buildings together with the railway viaduct and is an important component of
the visitor attractions within the Gorge. Further down the valley the Aga
Rayburn works provide a continuity of industrial activity at Coalbrookdale.
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The scale and form of the buildings is in stark contrast with the character of
the surrounding settlement nestled into the vegetation on the slopes of the
valley, although this juxtaposition typifies the integration of the living, working
and natural environments within the Gorge as a whole.

The industrial works in the bottom of the valley are at the heart of the industrial “campus” of
Coalbrookdale. The Aga Rayburn works provide an active link with the tradition of iron
working in the gorge.

3.4 Madeley Wood and Ironbridge
3.4.1 Settlement pattern
Madeley Wood was one of the areas of the earliest concentrations of
settlement within the gorge itself. The area remained largely woodland and
common pasture until the 18th century though there was mining by the 14th
century and cottages were beginning to proliferate in the 17th century, many
without land ownership. Madeley Wood was the Manor’s last common waste
and thus the location of much of the informal “squatter” settlements that
sprang up. After the break-up of the Manorial estate in 1705 increasing
numbers of cottages in Madeley Wood were occupied by freeholders or on
long leases. John Pitt and John Ashwood, steward and bailiff of the manor,
bought 70 or more cottages in 1705 probably as a joint speculation. At least
two thirds, probably more, seem to have been in Madeley Wood.
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By the early 1730’s the lords of the manor were granting 99-year leases of
cottages or of land for cottages and Richard Reynolds evidently continued the
practice in the 1780’s; there were 40 such leaseholds by 1774, many, perhaps
most, in Madeley Wood. Cottages were divided or extended for new
generations; new ones were often built in the corners of the irregular plots,
which were themselves divided into separate gardens with minutely defined
rights of way.
Two main concentrations of cottages had formed in Madeley Wood by the mid
18th century. One was around the Green in the area known as Madeley Wood
today. The other was further west along the Wharfage to the ferry where the
Ironbridge was to be built linked by a track, later the High Street, to the Green.
Following the opening of the bridge in 1780 a small town developed between
the two earlier clusters of cottages, obliterating much of the earlier
development in the process. The heart of the town and the earliest laid out
was at the northern end of the bridge where the Tontine Inn was built in the
1780’s and a market place was provided. Away from the bridge, growth was
haphazard and probably followed existing hillside tracks.
By the 1830’s Ironbridge was a busy port. Despite having a population of
c.3000 in 1841, it never became a self-sufficient town, sharing municipal,
social, cultural and educational institutions with Coalbrookdale, Madeley and
Much Wenlock. From the mid 19th century it was blighted by economic
stagnation. Away from the more fashionable addresses of Church Hill and
Hodgebower, houses were studded into the hillside and by the early 20th
century tiers of cottages above riverside tips of industrial refuse formed a
squalid town.
3.4.2 Character areas
Within the conservation area in Madeley Wood and Ironbridge there are
several distinct areas of contrasting character as indicated in Figure 3.5 and
described briefly below.
Market Square and High Street
The Market Square is bounded on all sides by buildings but is more open to
the southwest allowing good visual connection to the Bridge. To the west is
the Tontine Hotel, built in 1780 and extended six years later. It provides an
imposing, symmetrical elevation to views north from the Bridge. To the north
is a five-bay Market Hall, formerly open fronted with large round arches and
now in filled with shops. To the east a smaller market building with four infilled
arches. These buildings surround a raised terrace currently used for car
parking but which originally accommodated a market, as seen in the
photographs below.
To the south of the Market Square is a large, square, three-storey shop with
hipped roof and cast iron lintels. It accommodates the Ironbridge Gorge
Museum Trust’s “Shop in the Square” and its well-preserved shop front must
be one of the oldest surviving in Ironbridge.
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The steeply sloping side of the valley rising to the north forms a backdrop of
buildings set in a landscape of densely planted vegetation giving an attractive
setting to the area as a whole. Narrow steps and passageways lead off the
square offering a rapid change in ambience from the bustle and activity of the
square to a quieter more residential quality.
To the east the High Street is lined on its southern side with attractive three
storey, Georgian shops. To the northern side of the road a single-storey
garage and derelict property beyond are detrimental to the streetscape quality
of the High Street.

Views towards the Market Square from the north side of the Iron Bridge. On the left a
postcard from around 1910 with a thriving market within the Square. To the right the same
view today.

The Wharfage
To the west of the Market Square the Wharfage incorporates a mix of former
warehouses, three pubs and some Victorian villas. At its eastern end the
attractive three storey streetscape is enhanced by the stepped elevation as
the alignment of the street turns slightly and the buildings rise up Tontine Hill
towards the northern end of the bridge, culminating in the Tontine Hotel.
The picturesque setting of The Wharfage alongside the River Severn provides
a very attractive streetscape along its entire length.
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A view to the west from the Iron Bridge. The Wharfage offers an attractive elevation
overlooking the River Severn.

At the western end of The Wharfage and between the road and the river is the
Gothic Severn Wharf building, now a visitor centre. Built by the Coalbrookdale
Company between 1838-47 its decorative design is far more than a functional
warehouse and was perhaps an attempt to publicise the company and its
main enterprise of the time of art castings.
South of the Bridge
The area south of the bridge was more fully integrated with Ironbridge as a
whole when the bridge was open to traffic, although the Toll House remains
on the southern end of the bridge. The blue brick Railway Hotel and adjacent
Station Master’s House stand as a testament to the Station that closed in
1963. They look out over a flat area of what is now car parking and what was
originally railway tracks and sidings set above a substantial retaining wall.
This explains the gap between the bridge and the row of buildings to the
south. Alongside the River Severn itself, to the east and west of the bridge
there are small informal clusters of buildings typical of the Gorge as a whole.
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Hodgebower
The character of this area is derived from its response to the steep
topography of the valley side on which it is located. Buildings are studded
across the hillside and linked by a zig-zag of narrow roads and paths, many
impassable to vehicles. From the Iron Bridge and the southern side of the
River Severn the layers of buildings rise in fragmented tiers embedded within
the woodland setting. In summer the vegetation becomes more dense and the
buildings seem to float as small islands in a sea of rich foliage.

Looking towards the southern bank of the river from the terraced heights of Hodgebower,
(left). Within Hodgebower itself, a network of narrow passageways and tracks wind up the hill
with stone walls and buildings close to both sides. This view, (right), to the west also
highlights the visibility of the power station, two kilometres west of Ironbridge

Much of the area comprises isolated outcrops of development with
precariously stepped plateaus of garden areas between. There are significant
areas where parcels of land appear to be untended allowing overgrown
vegetation and crumbling retaining walls to give an air of dereliction to the
area as a whole.
The steepness of the slopes necessitates the extensive use of retaining walls
and this character is accentuated by the use of high, generally brick, walls to
define property boundaries, forming a continuity of enclosure along the sides
of the routes through the area. North of Belmont Road and Hodgebower the
land plateaus out and a more conventional relationship between the streets
and the adjacent plots can be found allowing a simpler network of access
routes to dwellings. There are magnificent views to the River Severn and the
south side of the Gorge beyond from many parts of the area.
One of the most striking features is the variety in the colour and detail of the
brickwork in the area, no doubt due to many of them being built for managers
in the local brick and tile industry. Examples include the Gothic-style Orchard
House with its steep gables, twisted chimneys and adjacent folly and the bluebrick former National School.
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Madeley Wood
Although Madeley Wood was the focus for much of the earliest development
within this part of the Gorge it now has a quieter more residential ambience in
comparison to the commercial activity of High Street and the Market Place.
Several distinctive buildings stand out. The Wesleyan Infants School, dated
1858, is in polychromatic brickwork with Gothic windows and an Italianate bell
tower. Behind the building is the area formerly known as The Green, including
the Golden Ball public house, the focus for the early development within
Ironbridge.

Although Madeley Wood was the focus for much of the earliest development within this part of
the Gorge it now has a quieter more residential ambience in comparison to the commercial
activity of High Street and the Market Place.

3.5 Coalford and Jackfield
3.5.1 Settlement pattern
This area had a substantial number of buildings in the 17th century when its
strategic location adjacent to the River made it an important focal point for the
adjacent areas of mining and pottery making.
In the 19th century the focus changed and the settlement has a strong
connection to the ceramics industries and is still dominated by the remains of
two of the former factories; the Craven Dunnill and the Maws Tileworks.
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The Craven Dunnill works - now the Jackfield Tile Museum, is an almost
perfectly preserved Victorian factory. The Severn Valley Railway passed
along the northern side of the works. Today there is just a track that leads to
the Maws Works. Although still a substantial building, less than a third of the
original buildings survive which are now used as a craft centre and
apartments.
Today the landscape and townscape of Coalford and Jackfield has a
dislocated and fragmented quality that reflects its past. Its independent and
“frontier” spirit is also evident in the informal and unstructured scattering of
development across its slopes and the unpaved tracks that still provide
access to many of them. This is accentuated by the instability of the geology
of the area that causes subsidence, evident on several roads within the area
and in the history of land-slips.
The disused Severn Valley railway cuts across the settlement although in
places it has become absorbed into private gardens and has disappeared
from view.
3.5.2 Character areas
Within the area identified there are several distinct character areas as
indicated in Figure 3.6 and described briefly below.

View towards Coalford, (left), from the Ladywood Bridge. Within the “Knowle”, (right), a series
of informal tracks provide access to an informal grouping of houses.

Area adjacent to River Severn
Between the disused railway line and the River Severn an attractive informal
range of buildings is set back from the riverbank. The majority are south of the
road, facing the river, but a few sit between the road and the river set amongst
informal vegetation. The road meanders its way between the buildings each of
which seems to be following its own geometry in respect of orientation and
building line. To the west, the new bridge, opened in 1994, replaced the
original 1909 bridge that was the first toll free crossing of the Gorge. On the
southern side of the bridge a small public space provides seating and a view
to the bridge and river.
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The riverbank rises steeply from the water’s edge and the ground continues to
rise south of the road. In places secondary and tertiary tiers of development
step up the hill behind the street frontage. More recent development in the
form of a terrace of ten council houses is inconsistent with the grain of the
area in its uniformity and length of unbroken frontage.
The “Knowle”
To the west of Calcutts Road, a series of tracks meander across the valley
sides providing access to over a dozen dwellings largely hidden from the
public highway. Coupled with the collection of sheds and outbuildings that
surround some of them, they convey an ambience of organic and unplanned
development. Beneath the extensions, additions and new conservatories most
are simple red brick cottages.
Church Road, Jackfield
The area of Church Road adjacent to the Craven Dunnill Tile Works and the
Church forms a distinct cluster of buildings although they never quite form a
coherent whole in respect of a unified street scene. The Tile Works
themselves dominate the area in respect of their scale although the Church
and former school are also significant buildings. The Church, in particular,
stands out, with its decorative tile roof, polychromatic brickwork and distinctive
turret.
To the north of Church Road the houses turn their backs on the street and
face out towards the River Severn further contributing to the lack of coherence
of the area. The dislocating effect of the construction of the Severn Valley
Railway is evident in the streetscape as is the informal network of tracks and
paths that provided access to the houses within the area many of which
remain today.

3.6

Coalport and Blists Hill

3.6.1 Settlement pattern
Like Jackfield, Coalport is dominated by the ceramics factory that was its
raison-d’etre. Unlike Jackfield however it shows a much more structured and
planned layout than any other part of the Gorge
The growth of a new industrial area at Coalport was stimulated by the building
of the Shropshire Canal’s Coalport branch between 1789 and 1792. From
1793, William Reynolds controlled development and between 1797 and 1800
several factories and 30 houses were built. By 1797 Coalport was
Shropshires most important river port and by 1851 it had a population of 343.
The main employers were the china manufacturers with an elite workforce
that included many single women. In the 1830’s the Madeley Wood Company
built canal-side terraces for the workers in its new Blists Hill ironworks to the
north of Coalport.
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3.6.2 Character areas
Within the conservation area in Coalport and Blists Hill there are several
distinct areas of character as indicated in Figure 3.7 and described below.

The canal system that connected the China Works to the Hay Inclined Plane was reinstated in
the 1970’s and restored again in the 1990’s.

China Works
The brick buildings of the China Works are laid out between High Street and
the River. The Shropshire Canal ran through the centre of the works parallel
with the River although it was filled in in the 1920’s. The western section
linking to the Hay Inclined Plane was reinstated in the 1970’s and restored
again in the 1990’s. The original factory was started in 1795 but significantly
rebuilt over the years. It is now a youth hostel and café. Other workshops and
kilns of various dates are set around a courtyard. To the east a substantial,
new residential development is in sympathy with the character of the China
Works. The canal originally continued further east still to a transhipment area
near Coalport Bridge where goods were transferred from canal to river and,
subsequently, from railway to river.
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Coalport Bridge
The bridge itself is a single-arched cast-iron structure constructed in 1818 and
replacing earlier bridges on the site. Tolls were collected at the Toll House to
the north side of the bridge. Other buildings are in informal clusters around the
bridge and step up the northern slopes of the valley.

Coalport Bridge (left), and High Street (right).

High Street
Most of the domestic buildings constructed to support the China Works have
been demolished. Today the High Street has a more suburban ambience with
the one and two storey 20th century residential development of Riverside
Avenue.
Blists Hill
The Blists Hill site was the original focus of the Ironbridge Gorge Museum
when it was developed in the 1970’s. It is still a visitor attraction as a model
Victorian Industrial Town. Many of the exhibits are buildings that were taken
down during development of the Telford New Town and then carefully
reconstructed. These have been incorporated into the industrial buildings and
structures originally built on the site to create an extensive open-air museum.
The site includes remains of the historic transport links – the Coalport branch
railway, Bagguleys Wind, and the Lee Dingle tramway bridge.
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4.0 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER
4.1 Important buildings and structures
Within the WHS as a whole there a total of seven Scheduled Ancient
Monuments and 255 Listed Buildings of which two are Grade I, 18 are
designated Grade II* and 235 Grade II. These are listed in the Appendix.
Figures 3.3 to 3.7 identify the key conservation designations.
Whilst the Listed and Scheduled status of these buildings and structures
confirms their individual significance, the appreciation of the area can only be
fully understood through the landscape and townscape of each area and the
Ironbridge Gorge World Heritage Site as a whole.

4.2 Building typologies
Built evidence of pre-industrial development is fragmentary. Possible reasons
are likely to be a combination of the lack of means to build durably and an
increased prosperity that created the desire and wherewithal for complete
rebuilding. Before the 18th century, the population, and thus the buildings
required to accommodate them, was comparatively small. However there is
significant evidence of 17th century building components incorporated into
later structures.

th

Examples of pre-industrial development include the early 17 century cottage range at 61 and
62 High Street Madeley, (left), and Little Haye, Church Street, Madeley, (centre), probably a
th
th
two-bay medieval hall with 17 and 18 century additions and alterations. Fragments of
stone, timber-framing and brickwork as seen in Ironbridge, (right), highlight the process of
rebuilding and improving properties over several generations.

This increased economic power resulted in a dramatic series of developments
in local building that took place during the early part of the 18th century.
Settlements grew through new building and rebuilding, but there were also
qualitative changes. Houses from the first half of the 18th century constitute a
recognisable and new housing type: there are large numbers of highly similar
buildings, nearly all built of brick, apparently professionally built using
coherent techniques and designed according to a model, and as such
representing a considerable investment.
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Influences on these buildings, and building patterns generally throughout the
gorge, incorporate a combination of two main categories that can be loosely
described as “vernacular” and “polite”. Vernacular forms follow local building
practices and utilise local building materials. Polite architecture is likely to be
designed by an architect or surveyor according to a fashion of the day, or by a
builder following a copybook of countrywide designs. Whilst there are good
examples of both typologies many buildings within the Gorge include
elements of both categories.
The resultant domestic buildings that were constructed in the gorge between
the early 18th to the late 19th centuries represent a form of vernacular building
tradition of a kind more often associated with rural settlements, but are, in the
case of the Ironbridge Gorge, the product of an industrialising society.
Elements of building were reassembled in different combinations according to
clearly defined rules.
As well as these distinctions in design influence there are also clear patterns
of domestic building typologies that can be traced within the area.
These can be categorised into five main groups;
•
•
•
•
•

large detached residences;
double fronted houses;
cottages built in pairs;
single fronted cottages; and
rows of terraced houses.

Building typologies within the Gorge include large detached residences such as Calcutts
House, Jackfield,(left), double fronted houses such as 26, Church Road, Coalbrookdale,
(centre), and cottages built in pairs, (left), at 1 and 2 Darby Road

4.2.1 Large detached residences
Built for the wealthy, servant-owning class of ironmasters, mine-owners and
barge-owners begin to appear from the mid-18th century. They conform very
closely to the prevalent architectural taste of the period. The brick fronts are
symmetrical and well proportioned with a central door case, sash windows
and stone dressings on the better houses. Examples include the Grange,
Dale House and Rosehill in Darby Road, Coalbrookdale, Belmont House,
Ironbridge and Calcutts House, Jackfield.
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4.2.2 Double fronted houses
These begin to appear in numbers after 1750. They are generally built on
small, separate plots of land each with a front garden. The early elevations
are one and a half storeys in height and sometimes the entrance door is
placed off-centre. Later examples have a central entrance and two full
storeys. In the final quarter of the 18th century increasing importance is given
to the front elevation. Sashes replace mullion and transom windows and a
variety of new lintels are used made of cast iron or artificial stone usually used
with matching sills. Greater prominence is given to the entrance by
incorporating a door case together with a six-panelled door.
4.2.3 Cottages built in pairs
The earliest examples of paired cottages date from the 17th century. They
frequently form part of a symmetrical architectural composition. A balanced
façade is achieved by placing both entrance doors in the centre with windows
at either side giving the superficial appearance of a double-fronted house.
Many have subsequently been combined to form a single dwelling.

Double fronted houses seen at Church Hill, Ironbridge, (left) and Dale End House, Buildwas
Road, (right). The cottage range at Darby Road, Coalbrookdale, (centre), includes a
combination of one and a half and two storey dwellings.

4.2.4 Single fronted cottages
The earlier examples are one and a half storeys with prominent dormer
windows breaking into the main roof space. Frequently they were built next to
each other or adjoining a small house. Where they were built together they
often have a common frontage and roofline although breaks in the wall face
sometimes indicate that they were constructed independently. Elevations are
generally very plain. The early 18th century elevations occasionally have brick
stringcourses and gable parapets but other forms of decoration are sparse.
Later, window heads of flat brick or small door canopies occurred. By 1800
two full storeys were more commonly adopted.
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4.2.5 Rows of terraced houses
Built from the second quarter of the 18th century, the earliest examples are 1½
storeys, such as Tea Kettle Row, 1735-1746. Carpenters Row, built in 1783,
has a full upper storey and was originally constructed as eight cottages and
two brewhouses - later converted as two further dwellings. Many were built
with blind sides to permit potential back-to-back development. Remaining
examples include Carpenters Row and Belmont Road.

th

Engine Row, Coalbrookdale, (left), is a range of modest cottages. From the mid 19 century
more individual houses appeared for example the Victorian Gothic Orchard House, (centre).
The Church of St Michael, Madeley, (right), was designed by Thomas Telford in 1796.

4.2.6 Non-domestic Buildings
There are also significant non-domestic buildings that survive within the
Gorge including churches, chapels and schools as well as industrial buildings.
They offered the chance to demonstrate the range of building materials
manufactured in the Gorge as well as reflecting the fashions of the day such
as the use of blue bricks.

The Fletcher Methodist Church, Court Street, Madeley, (left), is one of several substantial
non-conformist Churches in the Gorge. The Coalbrookdale Institute, (centre), was built in
1859 for the benefit of workers and their families. The Bedlam Furnaces, (right), were
th
established in the second half of the 18 century.

In addition to the churches at Ironbridge, Coalbrookdale, Madeley and
Jackfield, there was a notable influence of non-conformist groups within the
Gorge area. The Darby and Reynolds families were members of the Society
of Friends, one of the oldest established groups of Dissenting Christians and
amongst the labouring classes Methodism was dominant. There are
substantial Methodist Chapels at Madeley, Madeley Wood and
Coalbrookdale.
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The climate of self-help fostered by non-conformism resulted in other
Institutional buildings, most notably the Coalbrookdale Literary and Scientific
Institute, 1859. The Institute was one of the first buildings in the Gorge to be
built in blue brick and several other public buildings utilise the same material
including the Ironbridge Church of England School, St Luke’s Road, (1859),
and Ironbridge Police Station, Waterloo Road, (1862).
Components of industrial activities are found throughout the Gorge. Some are
complete and well-preserved buildings such as the Upper Works,
Coalbrookdale. Others are fragments of former functions, such as the Bedlam
Furnaces. Throughout the Gorge the landscape retains the footprint of the
past in the imprint of mines and excavation, road and rail routes and
reservoirs. There is not a clear typology for these buildings and structures in
the same way that the domestic buildings can be categorised. Rather, each
component was shaped to meet the functional demands and innovations of its
day. This pattern is still apparent in the utilitarian buildings still utilised in
Coalbrookdale at the Aga Rayburn works.

The remaining structures at Maws Tileworks, Jackfield, (left), are only a third of the size of the
th
original building. Elsewhere in Jackfield the base of a chimney is incorporated into a 20
century industrial site, (centre). Yew Tree Cottage, (right), timber-framed on a stone plinth,
th
dates from the 17 century.

4.3 Materials and construction
4.3.1 Timber Framing
Timber framing is the most common structural material in use before 1700
although few buildings have survived. Some like Yew Tree Cottage,
Coalbrookdale have been heavily restored. Other notable examples include
Rose Cottage, Coalbrookdale dated 1642 and The Little Haye, Church Street,
Madeley, probably a two-bay medieval hall with 17th and 18th century
additions and alterations.
4.3.2 Stone
Stone buildings mostly date from the 17th century. They are few in number
that is surprising in view of the availability of sandstone nearby. Random
rubble walls are much more extensively used for retaining walls and some
early brick buildings have the lower part of the external wall built of stone.
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4.3.3 Brick
Brick superseded both timber and stone as the usual building material after
c.1700. It soon became established and used for houses of all grades. Brick
was manufactured locally from the abundant supplies of clay that were
exposed along the banks of the River Severn. The main centre of production
was around Broseley and Jackfield. Handmade brickwork of the early 18th
century provides variations in texture and shape. These older bricks are
generally of a red-brown colour.
During the first half of the 19th century the most common colour is a
yellow/buff. White bricks first appeared in the 1840’s as seen as dressings on
Orchard House, Church Hill, Ironbridge. At the same time vitrified brick
headers were first used as a decorative feature on some house fronts as at
13-14, Paradise, Coalbrookdale. Some of the public buildings within the
Gorge are showcases for the local brick and tile trade, for example the
Wesleyan Infant’s School, Madeley Wood, and Jackfield Church
After 1860 machine-moulded bricks first appeared with a uniform shape and
texture. Blue bricks were also popular and were used for several of the larger
public buildings as described in section 4.2.6 above.

Blue bricks were used for houses as well as public buildings for example 10, Madeley Road,
Ironbridge, (left). Polychromatic brickwork acted as a showcase for the local brick trade as
seen at Jackfield Church, (centre), and the Wesleyan Infant’s School, Madeley Wood, (right).

4.3.4 Plain Tile
Plain tile is the general roof covering. Some of the 17th century vernacular
houses have steep pitched roofs, which may have originally been thatched.
Welsh slate is used prior to 1850 only for the largest buildings, but in the
second half of the 19th century it is sometimes used for the more important
detached houses. Jackfield and Broseley excelled in the manufacture of
roofing tiles and there are some good local examples of more exuberant
patterns of zigzags and diamonds.
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4.3.5 Cast Iron
Cast iron was a radically new building material first introduced for a range of
architectural items in the latter part of the 18th century. Although few of these
items are marked they mostly occur in Coalbrookdale and it would seem
logical to assume that they were manufactured at the local ironworks. They
include cast iron window lintels and windowsills, cast iron casement windows
and iron chimney pots.
4.3.6 Ceramic Tiles
The diversified nature of clay resources within the Gorge was exploited in the
extensive production of ceramic tiles and pipes. This is reflected in some
decorative tile work on several buildings within the Gorge including both the
Maws and the Craven Dunnill Tileworks. The material is also used in some
interiors including Jackfield Church.

Decorative Tiling at the Craven Dunnill Works, (left), now the Jackfield Tile Museum. There
are still some surviving examples of cast and wrought iron windows in the Gorge as seen in
Coalbrookdale, (centre and right).

4.4 Architectural Details
4.4.1 Windows
No assessment of window glazing prior to 1700 is possible, as no original
window frames have survived in buildings before that time. After 1700 with the
advent of brick as the normal building material the proportion of window
openings are generally vertical and the mullion and transom window is the
normal type. Zinc bars are used for glazing in most cases. The wrought iron
casement frame is hung on hooks driven into the window jambs and
casement fasteners that engage the central mullion on the inside lock the
window. Transom windows generally have plain openings. It is normal to span
the window head with a segmental arch laid of brick headers. Better quality
houses have projecting keystones. Sills are rare. Most windows were
originally fitted with shutters, now generally removed.
Double hung sash windows were introduced in the mid 18th century, at first on
the larger houses and later for the smaller properties. A wide range of
different lintel types were in use.

44

A radical innovation in window construction took place in Coalbrookdale in the
late 18th century when the solid-frame, cast-iron window was introduced. It
seems to have been regarded as an inferior type of fenestration and was
generally used for industrial buildings, churches and where used in domestic
buildings it was only for less important rooms such as the brew houses
associated with a terrace of workers cottages. Cast iron is also used for
window lintels and sills.
After 1830 the Gothic Revival influences window design. The mullion and
transom window comes back into favour and casements reappear now with
wooden glazing bars.
4.4.2 Doorways
The most important houses, built in the mid 18th century, have prominent
door-cases. Architraves are moulded and usually have a rectangular or semicircular window light with a pediment or shallow cornice above. Examples
include The Grange, Darby Road, Coalbrookdale, Calcutts House, Jackfield
and Belmont House, Ironbridge.
Door cases with open pediments became popular in Coalbrookdale and
Ironbridge in the 19th century and were mostly used for medium-sized
detached houses where they formed part of a symmetrical front. The open
pediment usually contains a radial fanlight. Post-1830 door-cases are
generally plain with a simple entablature.
Some cottage doorways have a hood above the front entrance. This may be
formed of a gabled pediment supported at the sides by carved console
brackets. Another type is the flat canopy that generally has more ornate
mouldings. Door hoods may have been added to some cottages in the late
18th and early 19th centuries.

Woodside House, Coalbrookdale, (left), retains an ornamental cast iron porch, although the
house is in poor condition. Calcutts House, Jackfield, (centre), incorporates a doorway typical
of the larger houses within the Gorge. A simpler doorcase can be seen at 11, Paradise,
Coalbrookdale, (right).

Porches of delicately worked cast iron are rare. The best example, at
Woodside House, Coalbrookdale, has an ornamental design in fretwork in the
Regency style.
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Only a few of the larger 19th century houses have porches with freestanding
columns. An example at 43, Darby Road, Coalbrookdale has a plain
entablature, with moulded cornice supported by Doric columns, all made of
cast-iron.
4.4.3 Eaves detail
Moulded eaves cornices are a feature of the large mid 18th century
residences. They are mostly constructed in timber although the Grange,
Darby Road, Coalbrookdale uses moulded ashlar. Vernacular fronts were
treated with more simplicity. Until 1750 it is normal for the rafters to over sail
the wall plate at the eaves giving a shadow line at eaves level. As the 18th
century advanced it became more general to incorporate a brick over sailing
course at the eaves. The most common type is of a dentil brick of alternately
projecting headers. Less common is a diagonal, dogtooth pattern. A few of the
better vernacular houses have dentil eaves of moulded brick.

The most common eaves detail is a dentil brick of alternately projecting headers, (left). A
moulded brick is used in a few of the better houses, (centre). 43, Darby Road, Coalbrookdale,
(right), has a porch made entirely from cast iron.

4.4.4 Stringcourses
Projecting brick stringcourses are a feature of many house fronts of all grades
in the first half of the 18th century. The string is usually three courses in depth
sometimes with one at the first floor level and another above it at second floor
level. They are never carried around the corners of the building but stop at the
ends of the front elevation.
4.4.5 Chimneys
There are variations in the position of chimneystacks in buildings erected
before 1700. Some stacks are built against a gable wall or placed laterally
against the long wall; others have been inserted. Most of the stone stacks
have been rebuilt in brick in the 18th century and often chimneybreasts project
beyond the gable wall of these early vernacular buildings.
18th century chimneys are generally plain and have simple caps with over
sailing courses. Through the 18th century there was an increasing tendency to
place chimneystacks in the gable ends of double fronted houses where they
sometimes projected. This helps to give greater balance to the elevation and
makes it appear more symmetrical.
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Some stacks are unusually tall particularly among the houses lining the lower
slopes of the Gorge where the extra height gives the flue a greater draught
and helps to carry smoke out of the valley.
Two of the best 19th century chimneys occur on Victorian Gothic buildings of
polychrome brickwork at The Severn Wharf Building and The Orchard,
Church Hill, Ironbridge. Iron chimney “pots” are widely used in Coalbrookdale
and probably date from the late 18th century. They were almost certainly
manufactured at the Coalbrookdale Company foundry and they are made to a
similar design, each pot being square with the corners cut away.

Castiron chimney pots are still found, for example at Carpenter’s Row, Coalbrookdale,
(left).Some of the larger houses have highly ornate chimneys as at Orchard House,
Ironbridge, (centre). Chimneys generally are particularly tall, as at Cherry Tree Hill,
Coalbrookdale, (right), and form important elements of the profile of built development.

4.5 Elements of the landscape setting
The character of Ironbridge Gorge is derived not just from the layout of
buildings and their design and details but also from the spaces and areas of
land between buildings and their setting within the wider context of woodland,
open space, water courses, roads, tracks and footpaths. In turn, these areas
are influenced by the design features incorporated within them such as walls,
railings, gates, fences and street furniture.
4.5.1 Woodland and pasture
The main components of the woodland are identified in Figure 3.2 Settlement
and landcover, and the WHS Management Plan Natural Environment
Designation – A3. The importance of the woodland in the landscape is
immediately evident in these diagrams and the accompanying photographs,
and is visually prominent throughout the World Heritage Site.
These areas are also of great ecological importance. Parts are recognised as
ancient woodland and much is semi-natural woodland. Both the Lincoln Hill
and the Benthall Edge / Tick Wood stands are defined as SSSI. There are
several Wildlife Sites (Shropshire Wildlife Trust designation) and the
remaining woodland and some pasture form part of the Telford and Wrekin
Green Network. There are many important grassland and heathland habitats.
The semi-natural environment can be seen to be of great significance visually,
ecologically and in terms of recreation.
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4.5.2 Watercourses
The River Severn is the key element in the central corridor through the
landscape. It is a dynamic river carrying great cultural importance as well as
forming, with its narrow floodplain, the visual spine of the area. Short streams
falling steeply have incised valleys into the slopes on both banks of the
Severn. These give visual containment to settlement, particularly at
Coalbrookdale and Blist Hill.
The watercourses at Coalbrookdale are of particular historic note as it was the
opportunity to create dammed pools that encouraged the industrial
development of the settlement. Though most are silted up, some dam walls
and pools remain.
4.5.3 Lines of movement
There is a complex network of roads, lanes, steps and tracks covering both
landscape and townscape. Most are likely to be of historic origin, probably
linking mines to settlements and foundries. Other paths are remembered for
their associations – the Sabath Walks up to the Rotunda in the woods above
Coalbrookdale were known recreational routes of the Darby family. Railway
lines and canals both give great visual pleasure and meaning to the
landscape.
4.5.4 Detail in the landscape
The accompanying photographs illustrate the rich heritage in the detail of the
public realm and the spaces between the buildings. Shown here are the walls
and railings, paved surfaces, street furniture and signage. There have been
worthy attempts in recent times to reinterpret the details of an historic
landscape with paving and street furnishing with materials reflecting the past.
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5.0 THE CONSERVATION AREA TODAY
5.1

Development Concerns in the Conservation Area

5.1.1 Historic loss of built development
The extent to which significant areas of built development have been lost is
apparent from the historic record of maps and photographs of the Gorge.
There are several causes for these losses:
•

The informal “squatter” settlement pattern of much of the early
development within the Gorge resulted in some poor quality buildings
that have either fallen apart or been demolished.

•

The economic decline of the area as a whole led to a loss of resources
to maintain and repair properties and the lack of demand for
accommodation in the area. Without a rationale or the means to
refurbish dwellings some have perished.

•

The topography of the Gorge requires extensive use of retaining walls
that are more prone to serious structural failure if not adequately
maintained.

•

The ground conditions of the area make some parts prone to land slips
and subsidence.

•

The construction of major infrastructure projects including roads,
railways and canals has been carried out through areas of built
development resulting in extensive loss of buildings.

5.1.2 Loss of Character
Brick, or more rarely stone, boundary and retaining walls form an important
part of the character of the area. There are many examples of substantial
parts of the boundary walls being removed to facilitate on-site car parking
within residential development, as seen at Cherry Tree Hill, Coalbrookdale. In
other instances walls are being replaced with inappropriate and poor quality
materials such as reinforced concrete panels as seen at Calcutts Road,
Jackfield and Darby Road, Coalbrookdale.
Throughout the Gorge there are many examples of walls in poor condition
and/or near the point of collapse. Such is the potential costs of such repairs
that there are parcels of land between developed sites for which no owner is
identifiable and over which no adjacent owner is minded to take responsibility.
These derelict sites are allowed to become overgrown and deteriorate further.
Within Ironbridge itself there are numerous examples of sites of this nature
that have a significant detrimental affect on the environmental quality of the
area as a whole.
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5.1.3 Loss of Architectural Details
Original features such as cast iron casement windows and timber sash
windows are being replaced with contemporary designs and materials,
including upvc. Other historic features such as cast iron chimney pots, cast
iron sills and lintels are now only found in a few properties and need to be
preserved.
Original shop fronts and doorways have, in many instances, been crudely
replaced. The addition of security screens and shutters further diminishes the
aesthetic quality of the streetscape.
Some of the original brickwork cottages have been painted or rendered which
has a significant impact on the integration of built development within the
surrounding townscape and landscape. Of particular prominence are isolated
houses on hillsides, that, when painted, stand out in the context of the
surrounding tree covered slopes in comparison to the more visually integrated
and subtle brickwork treatment.
5.1.4 Lack of Structural Repair
The steep topography of much of the Gorge area necessitates the use of
retaining walls in many locations. This coupled with the extensive use of brick
and stone boundary walls adds a significant maintenance burden to property
owners. The typical local detail of a rounded brick capping to the walls looks
attractive but allows water penetration to the top of the wall, hastening
deterioration.
Repairs to retaining walls, roofs, chimneys and buildings generally are often
more costly than normal due to the additional costs of scaffolding that the
steeply sloping sites necessitate. This can result in the scaffolding costs
outweighing the potential costs of the repair itself resulting in work being
deferred and further damage taking place.
5.1.5 Derelict / Under-utilised Properties
There are some examples of properties that are derelict or under-utilised.
Although owned by the Ironbridge Museum Trust, the former workers cottages
at Carpenters Row, Coalbrookdale are largely disused. Ideas for refurbishing
them as part of the museum have foundered, in part due to their location and
the consequent lack of suitable visitor car parking.
Retail premises in a prominent location adjacent to the White Hart Inn along
the Wharfage in Ironbridge are empty and a visual eyesore.
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5.2

Priorities for Conservation Area management

5.2.1 The focus for Conservation Area management
Conservation policies provide the heart of a Conservation Area Management
Plan. Policies are framed to ensure the heritage merit of the area is
preserved, maintained and enhanced while assisting the local economic and
community requirements.
Policies to aid the management of the Conservation Area and to guide future
action within the area are developed from the following topics:
1.

the definition of an overall vision for the area;

The aim is to retain the importance and significance of the Conservation Area
– in terms of its industrial heritage and its inscription as a World Heritage Site,
the quality of its environment, the public access and the appropriate uses to
ensure the continuing economic and social viability of its communities.
A single vision for the future will not be appropriate. A range of overlapping
views are required to balance the long term needs. ICOMOS guidelines for
the management of World Heritage Sites state that ‘the primary purpose of
the treatment of World Heritage ruins is to safeguard the historic substance
and present it to the public’.
The evidence of industrialisation throughout the Gorge is a non-renewable
resource which once altered can never be regained. As a result, the
coordinating visions for the future should emphasise the environmental aims –
both cultural (the products of mankind’s activities) and natural, while giving
due regard to the economic needs and opportunities within the area. Equally,
and a particularly important aim, the interpretation and presentation of the
landscape of the Gorge must not be at the expense of securing the protection
of the resource.
The World Heritage Site inscription and the Ironbridge Gorge WHS
Management Plan identify the importance of the area and describe how the
whole site combines to present the story of early industrialisation as well as
the opportunities for a viable and sustainable future which ensures public
appreciation. A vision for the future of the Gorge is supported by the key
organisations involved in the area.
2.

the prevention of future damage or deterioration to the heritage;

The priority to protect the cultural and natural resources of the area requires
the highest Conservation Area standards for heritage repair and replacement,
for any new development proposals and for the sensitive treatment of the
landscape setting and public realm. Guidelines need to be defined to control
future intervention, so as to ensure the protection of the heritage
characteristics of buildings, their townscapes and their settings.
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Policies need to address both the conservation and protection of the existing
heritage resource as well as to provide a framework for appropriate forms of
new development. Guidance on scale, form, design, materials, techniques
and finishes appropriate for the special character of each area is required to
be supported by the use of relevant conditions to restrict Permitted
Development Rights. A public realm design guide is proposed for Ironbridge.
The potential for further damage to the heritage needs to be reduced with
appropriate and sustainable proposals to mitigate vehicular and tourism
impact on the cultural and natural environment.
3. and the enhancement of public appreciation of the area;
Without public awareness and understanding of the requirements and value of
the World Heritage Site and its Conservation Area status, the opportunities for
significant heritage protection and improvement will be reduced. A continuing
programme of public information and consultation is needed to ensure that the
residents and property owners recognise the personal and community
benefits of appropriate heritage maintenance, alteration and development,
and that they understand the standards expected. Community support is
essential to achieve the Conservation Area aims and to ensure the widest
public appreciation of the area.
The Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust - who own and/or manage most of
important sites, are the lead body in the interpretation and presentation of
heritage, and the primary link with the tourist market. Their role will
fundamental to ensure the continuing awareness and appreciation
residents and visitors alike.

the
the
be
by

5.2.2 Conservation Area policies
Conservation Area policies can be identified that relate to:
•

all of the World Heritage Site and Conservation Area:

The key issues and concerns are set out in the Ironbridge Gorge WHS
Management Plan with specific Conservation Area policies listed in the
Telford & Wrekin Council and the Bridgnorth District Council Local Plans.
These build on the national guidance set out in the Planning Policy Guidance
Notes 15 Planning and the Historic Environment 1994; PPG 9 Nature
Conservation; PPG 13 Transport; PPG 16 Archaeology; and PPG 21 Tourism;
and in guidance notes provided by English Heritage, ICOMOS UK, the Local
Agenda 21 Strategy, the Environmental Agency Local Environmental Action
Plan, the Severn Gorge Countryside Trust Development Strategy and the
Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust Development Strategy.
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These policies and guidance notes relate to the opportunities and needs of
the whole Conservation Area and many identify how the benefits of heritage
conservation and regeneration for the local economy can support their wider
aims for protection and sustainability.
•

each settlement and community within the Conservation Area:

Sensitive approaches and policies are needed to ensure the particular
heritage characteristics of each local area are retained, maintained and
reflected in designs of new development and improvements. Key policies are
needed that relate to the local design characteristics of each location that
include:
the historic street pattern and land uses;
scale and mass of buildings;
materials and design details;
access and parking;
the public realm;
and the landscape setting.
Policy guidance is provided by the Telford & Wrekin Local Plan, the
Bridgnorth Local Plan and supplementary guidance provided by each Council.
Further detailed design advice needs to be prepared for each of the
settlements.
•

specific conservation issues relating to the management of the
landscape:

The Severn Gorge Countryside Trust is the primary organisation concerned
with the conservation of the countryside, fauna and flora within the Ironbridge
Gorge and prepares management and operations plans which are renewed
every five years. The Shropshire Wildlife Trust holds many of the ecological
records.
Two Sites of Special Scientific Interest have statutory protection and Ancient
Woodland, Wildlife Sites and habitats, and the Telford & Wrekin Green
Network, though not statutory, have been identified and designated for
protection within the Management Plan.
The landscape that provides the setting for the heritage settlements and
buildings needs sensitive protection and management. A woodland study was
prepared in the 1980’s and more detailed consideration of issues of concern
has followed. These include both land stability - as the geology of the Gorge
makes it impractical to eliminate ground movements; and management of
rivers and banks – to reduce the impact of erosion.
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•

and initiatives to increase public access and visitor management:

Tourism and leisure activities throughout the Conservation Area are important
for the local economy. Initiatives are needed to protect the attractions, to
improve their presentation, to aid and increase public access and
understanding, and to expand the market. To ensure this can be achieved in a
sustainable manner, some capacity studies have been prepared and further
analysis is needed.
Key areas for action have been identified by the Ironbridge Gorge WHS
Strategy Group and the proposals are based on the following objectives:
to support the conservation the heritage throughout the WHS and to
improve public access and understanding;
to aim for a high quality tourist industry by ensuring highest standards of
presentation and interpretation;
to improve visitor and traffic management to ensure ease of access for
all;
and to enhance interpretation with information that is sympathetic to the
built and natural environment.
5.2.2 Management and implementation
The Severn Gorge Conservation Area was designated in 1980 and the same
boundary was adopted in 1986 as the Ironbridge Gorge World Heritage Site.
The key responsibilities for the management of the area rest with the Telford
& Wrekin Council and for a small area on the west bank of the River Severn,
by Bridgnorth District Council. Their objectives are identified in their local
plans.
The Wrekin Local Plan – adopted February 2000, covers the period from 1995
to 2006. It contains specific policies relating to the Historic Environment
covering Conservation Areas, Listed Buildings, Historic Landscapes, Buildings
of Local Interest, Local Townscape Areas and a separate section on the
Severn Gorge.
An Article 4 Direction limiting Permitted Development Rights throughout the
Severn Gorge Conservation Area was confirmed on 2 January 1999. This
covers – chimneys; windows; external doors; gates, fences, and walls;
alteration to roofs; porches; and the provision of hardstanding within any
curtilage.
A Management Plan for the World Heritage Site was prepared in yr 2000 by
the World Heritage Site Strategy Group to respond to the Operational
Guidelines issued by UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee. The main aims
of the Management Plan (summarised) are:
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•
•
•
•

to provide objectives for the management of the WHS;
to outline a sustainable approach to the future management of WHS;
to increase public awareness;
and to establish a prioritised programme of actions.

Management responsibility for interests in the World Heritage Site include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Department for Culture, Media and Sport;
The Department for Transport, Local Government and the Regions;
English Heritage;
ICOMOS UK;
English Nature;
The Environment Agency;
Telford & Wrekin Council;
Shropshire County Council;
Bridgnorth District Council;
and the five Parish Councils.

Statutory designations include:
•
•
•
•
•

the World Heritage Site status;
Severn Gorge Conservation Area
Over 250 Listed Buildings;
7 Scheduled Ancient Monuments;
and 2 Sites of Special Scientific Interest.

This Conservation Area Appraisal provides an overview of the heritage and
conservation characteristics that require protection, maintenance and repair,
and provides a basis for the future management of the World Heritage Site.
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APPENDIX
Scheduled Ancient Monuments
Blists Hill Iron Furnaces
The Iron Bridge
Littleshaw Beam Blowing Engines
Bedlam Furnaces
Coalport Bridge
Hay Inclined Plane
Darby Ironworks, Coalbrookdale

Listed Buildings Grade II unless stated otherwise
Blists Hill
Lee Dingle Bridge, Blists Hill, 1872
Remains of Blists Hill Ironworks, Blists Hill, possibly mid/late 18th century
Remains of Blists Hill Brickworks, Blists Hill, c.1870
Bagguleys Wind, Blists Hill, 19th century
All Nations Inn, Blists Hill, dated 1789

Coalbrookdale
Dale End House, Buildwas Road, mid 19th century
17-19, Buildwas Road, early 19th century
20 and 21, Buildwas Road, c. mid 19th century
The Valley Hotel, Buildwas Road, 18th century (II*)
Severn Cottages, Buildwas Road, 18th century
Nos. 1 and 2, Cherry Tree Hill, early 19th century cottages
The Old Wind, Cherry Tree Hill, mid 19th century incline linking canal and
railway
Former Wesleyan Chapel, Church Road, 1885-6
26, Church Road, early 19th century house
Holy Trinity Church, Church Road, 1850-54 (II*)
Holy Trinity Churchyard wall, railings and gates, c.1850-54
27, Church Road, early 19th century house
The Vicarage, Church Road, 1901
Oswald House, Church Road, probably early 19th century
The Elms, Church Road, mid 19th century
The Old Furnace, Coalbrookdale Ironworks, from 1638 (I)
Snapper Furnace, Coalbrookdale Ironworks, c.1792 (II*)
Wheel Pit, Coalbrookdale Ironworks, early 19th century
The “Boy and Swan” Fountain, Coalbrookdale Ironworks, c.1851
Lamp Post at Wellington Road Works entrance, c.1897
Warehouse with Clock Tower, Coalbrookdale Ironworks, c.1792 (II*)
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Erecting Shop and Assembly Rooms, Coalbrookdale Ironworks,
Long Warehouse, Coalbrookdale Ironworks,
Office Range immediately south of Clock Tower Warehouse, mid 19th century
Lamp post at Dale End/The Wharfage road junction, 1897
Yew Tree Cottage, Dale End, c.17th century
Rose Cottage, Dale End, 1642 (II*)
Upper Forge, Dale End, 18th/19th century former stabling
Nos. 1 and 2, Darby Road, mid 19th century cottages
Nos. 3 and 4, Darby Road, mid 19th century cottages
Nos. 5 and 6, Darby Road, c. late 18th century cottages
7-10, Darby Road, c.early 19th century cottages
Nos. 11 and 12, Darby Road, early 19th century cottages
Nos. 20 and 21, Darby Road, probably late 18th century cottages
Nos. 22 and 23, Darby Road, 19th century cottages
Former Coach House, Darby Road, early-mid 19th century
Nos. 24 and 25, Darby Road, 18th century former offices
27, Darby Road, 18th century house
Retaining Wall, east of 27 Darby Road, c.early 18th or 19th century
The Grange, Darby Road, early/mid 18th century house (II*)
Forecourt railings + piers, north-west of The Grange, Darby Road, mid 19thC
Coach House, north, north west of the Grange, Darby Road, 18th/19th century
28, Darby Road, mid 19th century cottage
31-36, Darby Road, (Tea Kettle Row), early/mid 18th century cottages
Quaker Burial Ground, Darby Road, probably from early 19th century
Nos. 42 and 43, Darby Road, (Rosehill), early/mid 19th century house
Wall in front of Rosehill, Darby Road, mid/late 19th century
The Chestnuts, Darby Road, 18th/19th century
Brook House, Darby Road, late 18th/early 19th century
Greenbank Farmhouse, Jiggers Bank, c. 1800 house
Coalbrookdale Institute, now YHA, 1859 (II*)
Railings, gates and war memorial west of Coalbrookdale Institute, c.1859
2, Paradise, (Paradise House), early-mid 19th century house
Paradise Villa, Paradise, mid/late 19th century Gothic-style house
Nos. 1-3, Mill House Cottages, School Road, early/mid 19th century cottages
Nos. 1 & 2, School Road (Old School House), early 19th century former school
4-10, School Road, (Engine Row), early 19th century cottages
Woodbury, School Road, mid 19th century house
1-10, Carpenters Row, Wellington Road, early 19th century cottages
12, Wellington Road, (The Coalbrookdale Inn), 1843
13, Wellington Road, (The Rookery), early/mid 19th century house
14, Wellington Road, early/mid 19th century house
31, Wellington Road, early 19th century house
Nos. 32 and 33 Wellington Road, early/mid 19th century cottages
34, Wellington Road, early 19th century cottage
35-37, Wellington Road, late 18th century cottages
39, Wellington Road, mid 19th century cottages
43, Wellington Road, mid 19th century house
44-47, Wellington Road, late 18th century cottages
52-54, Wellington Road, late 18th century cottages
The New School House, Wellington Road, mainly mid/late 19th century
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11, Wellington Road (The Grove Inn), 1839
Woodside House, Woodside, 18th century house
7, Woodside, early 19th century house
8, Woodside, (Springhill), late 18th century house

Coalport
Bridge over Hay Inclined Plane, Coalport High Street, c.mid 19th century
The Hay Inclined Plane, Coalport High Street, 1793 17, Coalport High Street,
early/mid 19th century
Former Coalport China Works, Coalport High Street, c.1792 (II*)
Premises formerly occupied by the Nuway Manufacturing Company Ltd,
Coalport High Street, c.early 19th century
46-50, 52 and The Brewery Inn, Coalport High Street, early/mid 19th century
cottages
54-56, Coalport High Street, early/mid 19th century cottages
Coalport House, Coalport High Street, early/mid 19th century
60 and 61, Coalport High Street, early 19th century
Coalport Bridge Toll House, originally warehouse, 1793
Coalport Bridge, River Severn, dated 1818, (II*)
Hay House Farmhouse, Great Hay Golf and Country Club, c.17th/18th century
Club Shop and Changing Rooms north of Hay House, Great Hay Golf and
Country Club, dated 1775

Ironbridge
1 & 2 Bath Road, late 18th century houses, originally one house
7, Belle Vue Road, 18th century cottage
Belmont and Egmont, Belmont Road, 18th century house
4-11, Belmont Road, early/mid 19th century cottage range
24, Belmont Road, early 19th century house
34 & 35, Belmont Road, 17th century cottages with later alterations
Braeside, Belmont Road, early 18th century cottage with 19th century wings
57, Belmont Road, mid 19th century house
65 &66 Bower Yard, early 19th century house
Bridge House, Bower Yard, early 19th century house
68, Bower Yard, late 16th century house
69, Bower Yard, 17th century cottage
Former Toll House, Bower Yard, early 19th century
78, Bower Yard, early 19th century cottage with later alterations
7 & 8, Church Hill, c. early 19th century cottage
10, Church Hill, early/mid 19th century house
12, Church Hill, early 19th century house
13, Church Hill, early/mid 19th century house
16, Church Hill, early 19th century house
18, Church Hill, house, 1830
29, Church Hill, mid 19th century house
Cast-iron hydrant, south of nos. 35 & 36 Church Hill, mid 19th century
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35 & 36, Church Hill, late 18th/early 19th century cottages
Church of St Luke, Church Hill, 1836
Churchyard railings, St Luke’s Church, early/mid 19th century
26, Church Hill, former Municipal Offices, c.1841
Orchard House, Church Hill, mid 19th century house
41, Church Hill, mid 19th century house, including railings
24, High Street, early/mid 19th century, now Barclays Bank
25-27, High Street, early/mid 19th century
28, High Street, early 19th century
29 &30, High Street, early 19th century
31, High Street, early/mid 19th century house
32 & 32A, High Street, late 18th/early 19th century
33, High Street, late 18th/early 19th century
34, High Street, early 19th century
Crown Inn, Hodgebower, including outbuildings, early 19th century
11 to 14, Hodgebower, early/mid 19th century cottages
15 to 17, Hodgebower, late 18th century cottages
24, Hodgebower, cottage, dated 1714
Hawthorns, Hodgebower, mid 19th century house
Lincoln House, Hodgebower, early 19th century
Rectory, Hodgebower, mid 19th century
Old Rectory, Hodgebower, early 19th century
55, Hodgebower, mid 19th century
Madeley Wood Methodist School, Jockey Bank, 1777
Ladywood Cottage, Ladywood, mid 19th century
Station Hotel, Ladywood, mid 19th century
3 and 4, Ladywood, early 19th century cottages
5 and 6, Ladywood, early 19th century cottages
7-9, Ladywood, mid 19th century cottage range
14-16, Ladywood, 18th/19th century cottages
46, Lincoln Hill, 18th century cottage
The Lodge, Lincoln Hill, c. 16th or 17th century house
The Cottage, The Lloyds, c1840 former school converted to house
Wall of slag blocks, The Lloyds, c.19th century
Parish Room, Madeley Road, dated 1831
The Shrubbery, 10, Madeley Road, mid 19th century house
George and Dragon Inn, 15, Madeley Road, early 9th century
Madeley Wood Methodist Chapel, dated 1837
The Manse, Madeley Road, c.1840
Prospect House, 60, Madeley Road, mid 19th century
The Beacon Public House, Madeley Road, late 18th century
1, Market Square, late 18th century
The Market Buildings, Market Square, early 19th century (II*)
Former Butter Market, Market Square, early 19th century
The Golden Ball Public House, New Bridge Road, 18th/19th century
52 and 53, New Bridge Road, c.mid 18th century with 17th century elements
54, New Bridge Road, c.18th century cottage
1, New Bridge Road, early 19th century cottage
2-6, New Bridge Road, early 19th century terrace
Outbuilding immediately north east of 7, New Road, c.18th century
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Severn Lodge, 8, New Road, early 19th century
The Grove, 8, New Road, mid 19th century
The Iron Bridge, 1778 (I)
The Free Bridge, 1909
1 and 2, St Lukes Road, early 19th century cottages
Church of England School, St Lukes Road, dated 1859
24, St Lukes Road, early/mid 19th century house
10, Severn Bank, early 19th century house
11, Severn Bank, mid 19th century
14, Severnside, early 19th century cottage
6A, Tontine Hill, early/mid 19th century
7, Tontine Hill, early 19th century
8, Tontine Hill, early 19th century
9, Tontine Hill, late 18th/early 19th century
10, Tontine Hill, late 18th/early 19th century
11, Tontine Hill, c.18th century
12 and 13, Tontine Hill, early 19th century
The Tontine Hotel, Tontine Hill, c.1800 (II*)
2 and 3, Upper Severn Terrace,
9 and 10, Waterloo Street, 18th century cottages
11 and 12, Waterloo Street, late 18th.early19th century house
55 and 56, Waterloo Street, 18th century cottages
Former Police Station and Court Room, Waterloo Street, c.1820
The Bedlam Furnace, Waterloo Street, early 18th century (II*)
Wesleyan Infant School, Wesley Road, dated 1858
Sycamores, 3, Wesley Road, 17th century
2, The Wharfage, early 19th century
3 and 4, The Wharfage, early-mid 19th century
6 and 7, The Wharfage, 18th century
8, The Wharfage, 18th century
White Hart Inn, The Wharfage, early 19th century
11, The Wharfage, 18th century
12-14, The Wharfage, 18th century
15,The Wharfage, late 18th century
17, The Wharfage, early 19th century
18, The Wharfage, mid 19th century
Warehouse to the northwest of 18,The Wharfage, late 19th century
Former Talbot Inn and adjoining warehouse, The Wharfage, late 18th century
20A, The Wharfage, early-mid 19th century warehouse
20, The Wharfage, 19th century
The Swan Hotel, The Wharfage, 18h century
22 and 23, The Wharfage, 18th century cottages
29 and 30, The Wharfage, probably late 17th century cottages
31 and 32, The Wharfage, early 19th century cottages
33, The Wharfage, early 19th century
35, The Wharfage, mid 19th century
36 and 37, The Wharfage, late 18th/early 19th century
Severn Wharf Building, The Wharfage, mid/late 19th century (II*)
Ironbridge Wharf Walls, The Wharfage,
Woodland Grange, Woodlands Road, c.1860
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Madeley
The Old Hall, Church Street, Early 18th century red brick house (II*)
Stables and Mounting Block, Church Street, c. 17th century stable range
Barn, Church Street, c.17th century timber-frame barn
Coach House and Stables, Church Street, 18th century
Hall Cottages, Church Street, 18th century red brick range of cottages
Gazebo, Old Hall, Church Street, 18th century red brick building
Garden Wall, west of Old Hall, Church Street, 18th/19th century
Garden Wall, east of Old Hall, Church Street, late 18th century
Upper House, Church Street, early 17th century
Garden Wall, north east of Upper House, Church Street, c.18th century
Coach House and Barn, Upper House, Church Street, c.17th century
No. 7 Church Street, c.17th/18th century cottage
No.8 Church Street, early 18th century red brick house
Church of St Michael, Church Street, 1796 (II*)
Churchyard boundary wall, Church of St Michael, Church Street, 1796
Railings and gate, Church of St Michael, Church Street, c. mid 19th century
The Old Vicarage, Church Street, c.1700 (II*)
Gate Piers, the Old Vicarage, Church Street, c.1700 (II*)
Former National School, Church Street, 1841
Infant School, Church Street, 1853
39 and 40, Church Street, early/mid 19th century houses
43 and 44, Church Street, probable 2 bay medieval hall with additions
Fletcher Methodist Church, Court Street, 1841
Shop and attached house, 9, High Street, early 19th century
Shop, 11, High Street, early/mid 19th century
The Royal Oak Pub, High Street, 18th century
61-65, High Street, early 17th-19th century cottages
67, High Street, late 18th/early 19th century house

Coalford/Jackfield
Calcutts House, early 18th century house
Railway Level Crossing Gates, c.1862
Nos. 139 and 142 Church Road, early 18th century houses
Church of St Mary, Church Road, 1863
Front Block, Jackfield Tile Museum, (II*)
Various Workshop Buildings, Jackfield Tile Museum, (II*)
Disused Workshop, Jackfield Tile Museum
The Tuckies, above river bank
Woodhouse Farm, in field above The Tuckies
Wards Tyning, Broseley Road, c.16th century hall house
Woodbridge Inn, Broseley Road
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