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Birmingham Development Plan – Duty to Co-operate 

Action Notes of Meeting held: 

1400, Thursday 20 February 2014, Telford and Wrekin Council Offices, Wellington 

Present: 

Michael Barker – Telford & Wrekin Council 
Darren Oakley - Telford & Wrekin Council 
David Carter – Birmingham City Council  

Discussion 

The discussion focussed around three issues, the GBSLEP Strategic Housing Study, the Telford & 
Wrekin Local Plan and the Birmingham Development Plan. 

Strategic Housing Study 

DC explained to current position on the GBSLEP Strategic Housing Study and the inclusion of the 
Black Country in the work which would lead to two reports with a lot of common content. DC also 
explained that three other Districts had been identified as being part of the Birmingham and Black 
Country HMAs and these were North Warwickshire, Stratford and South Staffordshire.  

DC indicated that the outcome of stages 1 and 2 of the study should be available by mid-April and 
that Stage 3 was particularly important because this would examine spatial options for the 
distribution of unmet growth and that the potential role of Telford needed to be examined as part of 
this process. It was agreed that DC would request that PBA should speak to Telford as part of this 
process since it was important that any assumptions in relation to Telford would need to be robust. 
The timescale PBA were working to envisaged completion of the Study in mid-May. 

Telford & Wrekin Local Plan 

NB noted that the City Council had responded on the most recent consultation. The next step would 
be a further consultation on site allocations in April/May 2014 working towards a draft plan in June 
2015. The SHMA was currently being updated although this has yet to be published. 

The level of housing growth MB emphasised that the desire was to grow the town to the scale 
originally envisaged so the issue was more a question of the timescale in which this could be 
achieved. At the low end of the range growth over the plan period (2011 to 2031) the scale required 
to meet local needs was currently estimated in the region of 10.5K dwellings. At the upper end of 
the range MB stressed that a view had to be taken on what might be realistically achieved and this 
was likely to be around 26K dwellings. This position clearly raised scope for the inclusion of capacity 
in Telford as part of strategic housing options. Close working would be necessary to ensure the 
options were realistic and in principle more growth would have to be supported by necessary 
infrastructure and employment. Close liaison would be needed to ensure the options were agreed 
with Telford & Wrekin. 
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