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1.0 Introduction 
 
Concerns have been raised with regard to the speed of vehicles travelling along Castlefields Way near 
Aqueduct Primary School north of Castlefields Roundabout and to Madeley Academy south of Castlefields 
Roundabout. Vehicle speeds are currently restricted to 40mph on Castlefields Way in the vicinity of both 
Aqueduct Primary and Madeley Academy.  
 
In conjunction with this, attention has been drawn to the number of road traffic collisions at the Castlefields 
Way / Willow Bank junction and concerns have been raised with regard to the safety of school children in the 
vicinity of the signalised junction of Castlefields Way / Woodside Avenue. 
 
A route study of Castlefields Way has been undertaken to assist in the consideration of engineering measures 
that would best support a scheme to reduce vehicle speed, improve pedestrian safety and review the current 
operation the traffic signals at the junction with Woodside Avenue. 

 
1.1 Work undertaken so far 

Work has previously been undertaken during 2017 at the junction of Castlefields Way / Woodside Avenue to 
improve pedestrian safety whilst a long term solution was investigated.  
 
These changes comprised of;  

• Alterations to the road markings to remove an overtaking lane and increase the distance between the 
running lane and edge of carriageway at the pedestrian crossing point. 

• Introduction of an advisory 20mph speed limit during school related peak periods. 

 
2.0 Proposals 
 

The following options were put forward to public consultation via an online consultation with information 
boards placed on site to advise of the on-going consultation. This took place between 31st August 2018 and 
14th September 2018.  

2.1 Proposal 1 – 30mph Speed Limit 
 

This proposed limit will tie into existing 30mph speed limits on Majestic Way, Aqueduct and the adjoining roads, 

Gittens Drive/Willow Bank, Aqueduct and the adjoining roads and Woodside Avenue, Woodside and the 

adjoining roads. The new speed limit would also incorporate Castlefields Roundabout due to the majority of 

approaches being subject to 30mph speed limit as part of these proposals. 

2.2 Proposal 2 – Build Outs and Carriageway Narrowing’s 
 

Localised narrowing’s at various points along the route introducing refuges/islands in a chicane type layout. 
This will narrow the existing carriageway width and will encourage slower speeds through the chicanes 
complementing the existing central hatching and central refuges/islands provided along the route. 

2.3 Proposal 3 – Rubber Bolt Down Speed Cushions  
 

Install rubber bolt down cushions with associated signage and lining for the extent of the proposed 30mph 
speed limit. This option would match the traffic calming that is already in place north of this scheme along 
Springhill Road / Finger Road.  

 

  



 

 

 

2.4 Proposal 4 – Traffic Signal Improvements  
 

Introduce pedestrian count down timers at the traffic signals junction Castlefields Way / Woodside Avenue. In 
conjunction with this it is proposed to introduce a mode of control called MOVA at the signals. The pedestrian 
countdown timers will reduce capacity at the junction due to the need for fixed time pedestrian times. MOVA is 
an intelligent adaptive mode of control that will provide improved vehicle green efficiency to compensate for 
the efficiency lost in pedestrian times and also reduce some of the queuing traffic that currently takes place 
during the morning and afternoon peak as a result of the traffic signals at this junction. 
 

3.0 Consultation Responses 
 
There was a total of 45 responses received during the consultation period. The following table details the 
overall response to the consultation. 

 

 For Against 

Overall feedback to proposals  23 (51%) 22 (49%) 

 
Consideration has also been given to the responses received from residents local to the proposals only. Of the 
45 total responses, 38 (84%) comments were received from local residents. The following table summarised 
the response from these consultees. 
 

 For Against 

Overall feedback to proposals from local residents only 21 (55%) 17 (45%) 

 
In addition to the general support for or against this scheme. The respondents were given the opportunity to 
provide general comments on the scheme for consideration. The table below provides a summary of the 
comments received as well as a response to these comments/concerns. 

 

Comments/Concerns 

No. of 
Suggestions 

(% of total 
respondents) 

Telford & Wrekin Council Response 

Objection to the use of 
speed cushions  

11 (24%) 

With 24% of respondents raising concerns over the installation of speed cushions, 
consideration could be given to rationalising the measures and using alternative 
solutions such as chicanes through the detailed design process. It should be noted 
that 76% of the responses did not object to the installation of cushions. This measure 
is vital for the success of the reduced speed limit (Proposal 1) and with these 
measures it is unlikely we could reduce the speed limit due to the need for engineering 
measures.  

Rat-running along 
Majestic Way to avoid 
traffic calming 

6 (13%) 
It is agreed that this is something that should be considered through the detail design 
process. Rat-running along this route is a real possibility so measures should be 
considered to mitigate this. 

Safety Concerns over 
pedestrian crossing 
points at Castlefields 
Roundabout 

5 (11%) 

Any changes to the layout of this junction to improve pedestrian crossing points will 
require significant investment in the infrastructure and would likely require a signalised 
roundabout. One improvement to help improve safety would be to review the grass 
cutting/vegetation trimming regime to improve visibility along the A4169 towards 
Jiggers Roundabout. This will be discuss with the Grounds Maintenance team. 

Noise pollution from 
speed cushions 

2 (4%) 
The proposed measures are rubber bolt down type. These cushions have proven to 
be much quieter than traditional speed cushions when placed in other areas. There 
are limited direct frontages along Castlefields Way so the impact should be minimal. 

Rat-running along 
Gittens Drive / Willow 
Bank to avoid traffic 
calming 

1 (2%) 

Due to the nature of Gittens Drive / Willow Bank (lots of bends and a significant 
amount of on-street parking), we would not expect drivers to deem this a suitable 
alternative route to avoid the traffic calming measures. Post scheme data will be 
collected to assess the impact of the proposals. 

 



 

 

 

4.0 Recommendations 
 
Overall, the majority of respondents are in favour of the proposals set out as part of this consultation (albeit 
marginally). This is further supported by looking at residents who are local to this scheme which provided a 
larger majority who were in favour of the scheme. 
 
Whilst overall the proposals are supported, a few changes should be considered through the detailed design 
including a review and rationalisation of the number of proposed cushions and consideration as to whether 
horizontal features such as chicanes could be used instead. Generally the respondents were in favour of a 
reduction in the speed limit and we are therefore obliged to deliver traffic calming measures to support this 
change. 
 
In addition to this, consideration should be given to potential measures along Majestic Way to mitigate the 
potential migration of traffic from Castlefields Way to this route to avoid the calming measures. Soft engineering 
measures such as Speed Indicator Devices could be considered first to monitor the impact of the scheme and 
then should a more robust scheme be required, this could be put forward to delivery as part of a future works 
programme. Consideration could also be given to hard engineering measures, such as raised tables or speed 
cushions but this would require further consultation and identification of funding. 
 
With the above in mind, it is recommended that this scheme is taken forward to detailed design and delivery 
with the abovementioned changes taken into consideration as part of this process. This scheme will deliver 
improved traffic flows and pedestrian safety through the Madeley Academy junction and also improved 
pedestrian safety at the Willow Bank junction.    


