
With its 56 acres of meadows, 
pools, trees and winding footpaths, 
Apley Castle and its woods are 
a fine example of a 19th Century 
landscaped woodland. 

Records mention woodland on this 
site as far back as 1300. However 
the present woods were largely 
created during the last 200 years as 
part of the ornamental gardens to 

the Georgian manor house built in 1792 and demolished in 1955. 

The woodland’s historical interest and rich diversity make it 
extremely valuable. Many of the species of wildlife to be found 
in Apley Woods, especially some of the birds and bats are of 
ecological importance.

Keep an eye out for woodland 
species such as nuthatch, 
treecreeper and all three species of 
British woodpecker (green, greater 
and lesser spotted). You might also 
catch a glimpse of the tiny goldcrest 
amongst the coniferous trees or the 
great crested grebe on the main 
Apley Pool. 

Apley has a fine collection of trees 
which range from semi-natural woodland to ornamental specimens 
from all over the world. Of particular note are the trees in the Yew 
Avenue, where individual specimens have been aged at over 300 
years and the large red oak (Quercus Rubra) which is mentioned 
in Andrew Morton’s book ‘Trees of Shropshire’ as one of the 
outstanding specimens in the county.

Come and explore 
Apley Woods...
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From Newport – along the A442 towards Whitchurch. Turn left into Peregrine 
Way and park past the residential housing nearer the woodland.

From Telford – along the A5223 towards Whitchurch. After the Princess Royal 
Hospital take the next right to Apley Castle.

From Shrewsbury – Along the M54 to junction 6. Follow the A5223 for 
Whitchurch. After the Princess Royal Hospital head towards the Shawbirch 
island turn right onto the A442. Take the next right into Sparrowhawk Way and 
then the first left into Peregrine Way, parking adjacent to the woodland.

From Whitchurch – At the Shawbirch island turn left onto the A442. Take the 
next right into Sparrowhawk Way and then the first left into Peregrine Way, 
parking adjacent to the woodland.

By Bus – From Wellington take the Arriva Midlands North 44 for Leegomery to 
the Princess Royal Hospital. This is the most frequent service. Other services 
include the 25, 55 and 822. You arrive at the main entrance to the hospital. The 
woods are behind the hospital.

Apley Woods, Telford and Wrekin, TF1 6TH.

For further information call the Telford and Wrekin Council on 01952 384384. 

Get the free mobile app at
http:/ /gettag.mobi

If you do not have the Microsoft ‘Get Tag’ reader – 
download the free mobile app at http://gettag.mobi

For further information visit www.apleywoods.co.uk

About Apley Woods



North

What to come and see
This map and guide are designed to help you find your way around  
Apley Woods, giving an idea of some of the area’s historic features,  
points of interest and suggested walk and accessibility routes.

Apley Castle 
 The original Apley Castle still stands today adjacent to the west 
side of Apley Woods. Built around 1270, the Castle is grade 
II* listed and has its own Chapel, Great Hall and was once 
surrounded by its own moat. It was renovated in 1996 and is 
now eight privately owned properties.

Energy Rising sculpture
 Located in the heart of the woodland is a very unusual 
carved stone sculpture called ‘Energy Rising’. It is believed to 
symbolise larva emerging from the earth. Look out for the stone 
carved armchairs near to where the Georgian manor house 
once stood.

Site of the Georgian manor house
This magnificent Georgian manor house was the centre piece 
of a 900 acre estate with its grand gardens and vistas. The clay 
to make the bricks was dug from the nearby Apley Pool. Sadly, 
it became too expensive to maintain and on 18th November 
1955, the entire house was dismantled and sold off.

Woodland art
 Look up and around for the amazing sculptures of woodland 
art, which include birds of prey and woodland animals.  
Some may be higher than you think! 

Tree Trail
Some of Apley’s finest specimen trees can be found on  
our tree trail. There are ten in total, see if you can spot  
them all:

• Red Oak (Quercus rubra) 
• Beech (Fagus sylvatica) 
• Western Red Cedar (Thuja plicata)
• Sweet Chestnut (Castanea sativa) 
• Yew (Taxus baccata) 
• Wellingtonia (Sequoiadendron gigateum)
• Birch (Betula pendula) 
• London Plane (Platinus xhispanica/acerifolia)
• Lime (Tilia cordata) 
• Walnut (Juglans nigra)

Pool Wood route 
Longer walk across meadows  
(40 min walk)

Accessibility route 
Level areas with no steps and 
ease of access  
(20 min walk)
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Respect the woods
• Please DO NOT drop litter.
•  Clean up after your dog using the 

bins provided.  
•  Report any criminal damage and 

malicious behaviour to the Police 
on 0300 333 3000. Please also 
inform Telford & Wrekin Council 
on 01952 384383.


