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Thursday, 27th May, 2021

Presentation of Transition Unit for The Agreed 
Syllabus

Transition Unit from KS2 to KS3 (Year 6 into 7)

Introduction –What Does this Mean for RE?  

Mary Jennings 
Head of RE/ ETHICS at Ercall Wood 

Academy.

My Involvement in this Work:

I wish  to  share some of the work carried out by 
our RE/ ETHICS Department at Ercall Wood 
Academy.

I am grateful that this planning has enabled me to 
work alongside some hard working and passionate 
people.

I hope this presentation will be helpful and create 
further opportunities for us all to share our work 
and, in doing so, enable our students to take part 
in a learning journey where there is a commonality 
of intent, knowledge and assessment.
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Beginning KS3 RE/ ETHICS at

• We recognise what a big step entering Secondary School is for our young 
people.

• But we also realise that we are part of a Learning Journey , where 
reviewing and building on previous knowledge is so important.

• RE/ ETHICS can play a big part in this transition, since we are teaching 
topics that focus on relationships with other people, about beliefs and 
behaviour.

• We introduced this topic at the beginning of this school year.

• Students began by exploring the concept of Right and Wrong, posing the 
question, ‘How do people differentiate between right and wrong actions?

• What do we mean by morals and ethics?

Key Stage Three 
Transition Unit: Religion and the Individual

FOCUS: Christianity and Buddhism
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Telford & Wrekin SACRE RE Agreed Syllabus

Key Stage 3 Planning Support for Teachers

Most schools will have            
1 hour a week. 
This Model Unit is 
planned for Year 7, the 
first half of the Autumn 
Term.

KS3 is an important part of our 
learning journey. It is an 
opportunity to bring together KS1 
and KS2 in a subject based 
department building on previous 
learning.

The Key Question was 
chosen since it begins with 
the individual. 
It enables students to 
consider the values of their 
new school; those of 
Empower Respect Aspire.
It encourages students to 
reflect on their own values, 
leading on to how religion 
guides decisions.
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Unit Context/ Intent/ 
Background Information: 
The emphasis is on making ethical 
and moral decisions, building on 
previous learning about 
Christianity and Buddhism. 
Students will be encouraged to 
empathise with differing concepts 
and beliefs.

Students have opportunities to 
empathise with different moral 
dilemmas;  to think, pair, share 
their ideas.

They will be encouraged to 
explore different 
perspectives, including 
knowledge from previous 
learning.

Various sources will be used 
to stimulate responses, 
including extracts from 
familiar films.

Key Questions:
• What are the rules and 

values held by religious 
and non-religious 
people?

• Who is God  and how 
does belief/ non-belief 
in God influence a 
person’s daily life?

• What are the 
guidelines of a 
religion? How are they 
expressed daily?

Key Values:
Wisdom Respect Tolerance 
Empathy Justice Fairness 
Community Belonging

British Values:
Rule of Law                         
Mutual Respect
Tolerance of Cultures and 
Faiths
Individual Liberty and 
Harmony
Self-Awareness and 
Responsibility.
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Key Concepts: Students will begin with familiar scenarios, sharing their own beliefs and understanding. Through empathy they will 
explore the central tenets of both Christianity and Buddhism. They will experience shared values emulating from Scriptures, but 
also recognise shared  beliefs. The recent Research Review, published on 12th May speaks of  shared views of leading ‘a good life.’

Concept/ Vocab. (See New Syllabus Concept Stages)

4 Christianity-New Testament

3 Disciple

2 Morality Ethics Compassion

1 Rules Right Wrong Dilemmas 
Temptation

Key Skills:
• To learn, understand and 

use key vocabulary.
• To read with 

understanding source 
materials.

• To gather, analyse and 
present information.

• To evaluate how accurate, 
tentative or reliable 
representations of 
religious and non-
religious traditions are.

• To construct new 
knowledge, and evaluate 
existing knowledge.

• To respond to 
opportunities to discuss 
issues.

• To be able to ask and 
respond to ‘why’ 
questions.

• To engage with 
challenging questions.
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Assessment Tasks:
• These  can be varied, 

but could be based 
on the criteria used 
at GCSE, i.e. Define/ 
Describe/ Discuss.

• Students will be 
encouraged 
throughout  to Think/ 
Pair/ Share.

• Scaffolding using 
PEEL is effective.

Expected Outcomes:
• Describe/ Make 

links.
• Ask/ Apply/ 

Recognise.
• Explain/ Give 

Reasons.

Lesson Planning:
• Examples of lessons 

used effectively.

Scenarios:
• You have been 

given a task to mow 
a lawn and the task 
takes less time than 
you were paid for. 
Do you say 
anything? etc

• A friend has been 
cheating in a test. 
What do you do? 
What are the 
possible 
consequences?

• Other appropriate 
examples could be 
selected.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zPsoFhUDLuU

Mind Map

Scenarios

Discussion

Influences?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zPsoFhUDLuU
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bOpf6Kc
WYyw

https://www.scu.edu/mobi/resources--tools/
blog-posts/ethics-in-life-and-business/
ethics-in-life-and-business.html

More Complex Issues:

Relevant quotes and teachings:
Christianity -Genesis 1:31, 1 
Corinthians 2:16 , Mark 12:31, 
John 13:34
Buddhism- The main aim of a 
Buddhist is to get rid of suffering, 
and therefore following the Five 
Precepts is important as they help 
Buddhists to avoid causing others 
to suffer.
Islam- Qur’an 5:32, Qur’an 6:151, 
Qur’an 10:31
Principle of Unity - the morally 
right action is the action that 
produces the most good.

In Buddhism, compassion is 
called karuna . 
The Buddha taught that showing 
compassion to others is 
something all people can do, 
even if they find other parts of 
his teaching difficult to follow. 
Buddhists believe that they 
should show compassion to 
everyone.

Previous 
learning

Build up 
Understanding

Reasoning 
behind 
moral 
codes.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bOpf6KcWYyw
https://www.scu.edu/mobi/resources--tools/blog-posts/ethics-in-life-and-business/ethics-in-life-and-business.html
https://www.scu.edu/mobi/resources--tools/blog-posts/ethics-in-life-and-business/ethics-in-life-and-business.html
https://www.scu.edu/mobi/resources--tools/blog-posts/ethics-in-life-and-business/ethics-in-life-and-business.html
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Refer to ‘The parable of The 
Sheep and Goats,’  Matthew 25: 
31-40. 

A good illustration is the Story of 
Papa Panov.
https://www.stphilipssouthport.c
om/the-story-of-papa-panov/ 
Challenge:  “The King will reply, 
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did 
for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you 
did for me.’ Matthew 25:40

Christian 
teaching

Parable of 
‘The Sheep 
and Goats’

Papa Panov

Putting 
teachings 
into practice.

This is linked to our next area of study: 
Why is it important to have festivals? 
What events are shared?
How do these reflect values?

• Linking to Previous 
Learning on Temptation,

I planned a lesson based on 
the Story of Adam and Eve.

• This develops our theme 
to include forgiveness 
and reconciliation.

• This theme is developed 
fully at GCSE.
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Conclusion:

• I hope this presentation has shown how we can 
create a meaningful transition from KS2 to KS3.

• Last September our students completed an 
assessment based on this work, but also 
including knowledge we felt they had gained in 
KS2.

• We found that there was no commonality of 
learning. Some students had a range of 
knowledge, others had studied Christianity, still 
others had little experience of RE.

• Learning is a journey, by working together we can 
create a journey that is structured, with clear 
intent, knowledge and success.


