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9.26 Stafford Borough Councli will not be identifying safeguarded land through the new Plan as there is sufficient
scope of land to serve the development needs of Stafford Borough beyond the planned period. Stafford Borough
Council has identified 3 major locations that are listed as Major Developed Sites in the Green Belt defined with a
boundary. The NPPF allows for limited infill development or redevelopment of existing rajor developed sites within
the Green Belt.

Jourism

8.26 Consistent with Spatial Principle P8, a key aspect of the Plan is to give appropriate support to achieving
a prosperous rural economy, including tourism, through Policy E5 and Policy E6. Tourism in Stafford Borough has
helped create and maintain employment locally and generate substantial revenue for the local economy. The
tourism sector in Stafford Borough is intimately linked with the quality of the natural and built environment, and
many visitors come to enjoy the Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), Shugborough Park
estate, Trentham Estate and Gardens, the Monkey Forest, Stafford Castle, the Staffordshire County Showground,
the Ancient High House and Stone canal town with its regular festivals.

8.27 To support the development of tourism and provide facilities that will benefit the iocal economy and
community, provision will be made for new tourist facilities in areas that can accommodate additions, without
adversely effecting the environment. Stafford Borough Council will continue to work with other tourism organisations
to best provide tourism in the Borough including the Staffordshire Destination Management Partnership. Examples
of tourism activities within Stafford Borough include Staffordshire County Libraries and Archives, the Museum and
Shire Hall Gallery, Shugborough Park estate, Trentham Estate and Gardens, the Monkey Forest, the Cannock
Chase Area of Qutstanding Natural Beauty, Stafford Castle, St Chads church, the Staffordshire County Showground,
the Ancient High House, as weli as local market events.

9.28 The towns and villages of the Borough act as the principal focus for visitors and accommodation, particularly
the larger towns of Stafford and Stone. In the smaller villages and hamilets, fourism development will be used to
strengthen the local economy and reduce the impact of the declining agricultural sector. However, this must be
compatible with its rural location, as poorly controlied tourist development in rural areas can damage the character
of the environment that attracts tourists initially.
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'Proposals for new development aiongstde canals at settlements within the settlement hlerarchy will
“be.supported where they take the opportunity to provide economic uses by creeting an active canal
frontage and have relard to the canal's use and acceesibllity, includmg safety measures.

: Away fram settlernente in the settlement hierarchy, mannas and moonngs with I:mlted service facilities
_-wili be accepted provided : :

_' L a, Canal reiated proposais constitute uses that are essentral to be located in proximlty to the
'__canai . . . : . . BES :

L b The countryslde ie protected in terms of its openness, rurai character and attractiveness, B

Lo c. The development respects the character of the canal conservatlon area and the setting of
S 'heritage assets along its. route, S : AR - e '

. dThe oroposal i appropriate in scale to its !m‘-a"ty- = -

'_"__e The development proposai has mlnlmum or sensitwely located iighting, to reduce light '
'-'-_pollutlon and interference with nocturnai w:idiife speci By o _ . o :

R | Bt Facillties, mcludrng car parking, have adequate landscapmg' and screening, to minimise vieual '.
R jimpact : : L B : : _ e Do

g Where Iocated in the Green Beit the proposal |s conslstent with Green Belt pollcnes. and

h, There are no permanent moormgs for residentlal purposes. 'E :_ L e

'sals for new canal facllitres and assoclated mfrastruct_ _ilI__ he supported where' G o

_'l _ Publlc access is improved and integrated with the canal frontage,

2, The deVeiopment does not have an adverse effect on water quality, -

:Canaiside deveiopment articuiariy new build, of high quality, which contributes and :
enhances the function and appearance of canals ‘and their frontages, wherever'po’sslble,__'
providing regeneration and re-use of redundant canals and related | buildings, takmg into account- .
_Conservation Area and Listed uildlng'designatlons, . : SR BN

_'-_'_arislng from the proposal : : _-: _ i _ e

BEE __Adequate provlsion for short-stay moonngs and related facillties are incorporated, where
:-.:j.-'-:-_aPPropriate. LT _. SR R . e

L '_7 Thewildlifevalue ofthe locallty Is conserved and where possible, enhanced mcludmg wildiifei' |
e _orrldors, S T o Gk (RN : : Eh

_'8 'The proposal doee not have any detrimentai affects on area designatlons ldentified in the
.development plan, and ' . . _ R :

B 9. The proposal does not conﬂlct with landscape or nature conservation poiicles

9.29 A network of waterways links towns and villages taking cyclists, walkers and boaters through countryside.
The market town of Stone has the Trent and Mersey canal at its heart, bringing visitors from far and wide to this
busy market town. In Great Haywood there is a 200 boat marina, on the edge of Cannock Chase, and there is a
new marina near Aston-by-Stone. The Shropshire Union canal passes through the west of the Borough, attracting
significant interest at Gnosall and Norbury Junction, whilst the Staffordshire and Worcestershire canal brings
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tourists into the Borough from the south, The extensive canal network has significant potential for restoration and
expansion. The Newport Branch Canal formerly linked the Shropshire Union Canal at Narbury Junction to Newport
and to the Shrewsbury Canal; its restoration is being progressed by the Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust. The
Stafford Riverway Link Community Interest Company has been established to promote the restoration of the histaric
canal and river link from the Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal to Stafford town centre.

Town and Logcal Centres

9.30  The role of the Borough's market towns and service villages will be protected and enhanced by working
with partners (including Staffordshire County Councit and Makelt Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent). The aim is to
support appropriate new retaif, commercial and service development in order to maintain the vitality and viabifity
of town and village centres, provide services as locally as possible and minimise the need to shop by car. Policy
E8 sets out the key responsibiliies of the Lacal Plan as required by the National Planning Palicy Framework by
defining the retall hierarchy of centres, promoting a prosperous rural economy and appropriate uses in the town
centres. The boundaries of the town centres (and their primary retail areas) are defined on the Inset Maps. The
boundaries of the Stafford and Stone primary and secondary frontages, Eccleshalt Local Centre and the village
and neighbourhood shops will be defined in the Site Aliocations Development Pian Document.

o th a vibrant mght:time eeonorny inciudlng arts'and
_ eulturai actlvmes, attractlng signit‘cant numbers of trips from adjomlng parts ‘of the: Borough
o as well as developmg a_key role ag a tour;st:destmat n ffordshi B

.--actw-ﬂes-‘ .
e retam ami increase. the amount of attraetnve reeidentiei provision in town centres through__i,-_'
;-'newbuildandconversion, L e e

; Development proposals at Stafiord prov_ding greater then 1 000 square metres gro __ﬂoorspace and_
at Stone providing greater than 500. square metres gross ﬂoorspace for town centre uses in an edge -
~orout-of-centre location should be the subject of an impact assessment. For tocal centres the threshold L
: :shouid be 300 square metrss gross_flo ! w o ; g

] planning perrnission is granted for ret cleveiopment in an edge-of-centre or out-of-centre Ioest "n._‘j
'_the range sold at the development may be restricted either. ‘through planning conditions or legal *
_agreement, No newdevelopmentfor ret arehouses and auperstores is required In theselocations_ -
._atStafford SR . e S RO

New developments and extensions t xisting "u_'i_i'ls'g'e_ _a’naj;'ie'i.;.hbbu_rﬁe@a shops will be assessed
against the following: Sy R RN







