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The Aims of Religious Education

 To stimulate interest and enjoyment in Religious Education.

 To prepare pupils to be informed, respectful members of society who 

celebrate diversity and strive to understand others.

 To encourage students to develop knowledge of the beliefs and practices of 

religions and worldviews; and informed opinions and an awareness of the 

implications of religion and worldviews for the individual, the community and 

the environment.

 To enable pupils to consider their own responses to questions about the 

meaning and purpose of life

“Religion” is not a native category. It is not a first person term of self-

characterization. It is a category imposed from the outside on some aspect of 

native culture. It is the other, in these instances colonialists, who are solely 

responsible for the content of the term (Relating Religion: Essays in the Study of 

Religion (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2004). pp. 179-180).
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The Legal Background of RE

We are proud to teach inclusive and plural RE, following the local Agreed 

Syllabus, to all our pupils, and to respect and affirm all the religions and 

worldviews represented in our community. We are happy to talk to parents 

about RE. We do not support selective withdrawals from RE.
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Curriculum time

Programmes of Study

Breadth of Study

It is expected that schemes of work for all Key Stages will:

 Ensure that Christianity is included.

 Ensure that other world religions (Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism) are 
included, as follows: 

 Key Stage 1 - one other religion

 Key Stage 2 - two other religions

 Key Stage 3 - at least two other religions

 Key Stage 4 - at least one other religion

 Key Stage 5 (post 16) - relevant material is drawn from those religions felt most appropriate for 
the nature of the study

 Provide evidence of attention being given to those faiths represented in the community.

 Show how religious belief can be applied to life.

 This is the minimum requirement; many schools may wish to go beyond the minimum.
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Questions for each stage

Early Years/Foundation Stage

 Who am I?

 Who is in the community?

 How do people look after each other in the community?

 What do people celebrate?

 Why do people celebrate?

 What do religious people celebrate?

 How are festivals celebrated by religious people?

 What are stories that religious people think are special?
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Key Stage 1

 What are the questions that puzzle 
us?

 How do religious and non-religious 
people begin to answer these 
questions?

 Why is respect important for 
everyone?

 How can we be more inclusive of 
people of different races, genders and 
religion and beliefs?

 What do religious people believe about 
God?

 How is God shown in the stories of 
creation?

 What responsibilities do people have 
for the world?

 What are symbols?

 Why are symbols important in life?

 What religious symbols do people use?

 Why are Scriptures important for 
religious people?

 What can different religious people 
learn from stories?

 Why can buildings be special to 
people?

 What do religious buildings look like in 
Telford and Wrekin?

 How are religious buildings used?

 Why are religious buildings important 
to believers?

Key Stage 2
 Who is God?

 Why do people pray?

 Does a beautiful world mean there is a God?

 How are beliefs about God and the spiritual 
expressed through the arts?

 Why are people religious?

 What are the challenges of religious 
commitment?

 How do religious stories show that humans 
should care for others and the world?

 How can scriptures be used to share wisdom 
and shape the lives of believers?

 How can some religious people be seen as 
inspiring?

 Why do some people think Jesus is inspiring?

 Religious leaders in the local community and 
family

 Is life like a journey?

 How do religious people mark important stages 
of life?

 Why are festivals important to a community 
and a person’s religious identity?

 Why are places of worship important to a 
community and a person’s religious identity?

 What are the rules and values held by religious 
and non-religious people?

 What can we learn from the values of 
Christians, Humanists and others?

 Temptations: what can we learn from 
Christians and Muslims?

 What will make our community more respectful 
and inclusive to people of all races, genders 
and religions?

 How do people live their religions today? (E.g. 
The Five Pillars of Islam)

 How do religious charities show the values of 
their religion? (E.g. Christian Aid and Islamic 
Relief)

 Can religious charities change the world?
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Key Stage 3

For each chosen religion and worldview at this 
key stage the following questions could be 
asked, as appropriate, recognising that there 
will be diversity in each religion / worldview 
that should be included:

 Who is God and how does belief / non-belief 
in God influence a person’s daily life?

 What are the central concepts / beliefs of 
the religion / worldview? How do these 
concepts provide structure and make sense 
of life? How are they expressed in worship 
and life?

 How does a believer worship? How does 
faith / non-belief affect the daily life of a 
believer?

 What are the guidelines of a religion? How 
are they expressed daily?

 What is the history of the religion / 
worldview?

 How diverse is the religion / worldview? 
How does this manifest itself in the daily 
lives of believers?

 What are the philosophical questions that 
religions / worldviews seek to answer and 
how do the belief systems seek to answer 
them?

 What place do sacred texts and religious 
leaders have in the religion / worldview? 
How are ethical / moral decisions made?

 Are there different ways of reading sacred 
texts? What are the different 
interpretations and how can they lead to 
different ways of expressing meaning?

 How are the expressive arts used to express 
meaning / show devotion in religions and 
worldviews?

 How do religions / worldviews and their 
adherents respond to issues in society 
(especially issues of equality, equity and 
threats to the environment)?

Key Stage 4

Schools following external courses are deemed to be meeting the requirements 
of the Agreed Syllabus. Non examination RE groups should study:

 Beliefs and practices of Christianity

 Beliefs and practices of one other religious tradition (Buddhism, Hinduism, 
Islam, Judaism or Sikhism)

 Elements of non-religious worldviews and other religious traditions as 
appropriate

They should further study from religious and worldviews perspective:

 Global issues and threats to the natural world - how can the natural world be 
protected and sustained?

 Equality: Why is it important for all people to be treated equally? How can 
an equitable world be found? Topics should be drawn from a range of social 
justice issues.
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Key Stage 5

Schools following external courses are deemed to be meeting the requirements 

of the Agreed Syllabus. Non examination RE groups should study at least two of 

the following topics (with reference to religious and non-religious worldviews as 

appropriate).

 Racial Justice: How can racial equality be achieved for all?

 Gender and Sexuality: How can equality be achieved for all?

 Science and Religion: What is the relationship between science and religion?

 Environmental Ethics: What are environmental ethics and what can people 

learn from religious/non-religious approaches to environmental care?

 Religion and Culture: what is the interplay between religion and culture? Are 

they diametrically opposed or inextricably linked?
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Concepts

Knowledge

Knowledge forms the basis for progress in RE. Crucial to progression in RE is that 

knowledge is seen to be valuable to the children and to the teacher. Within RE 

there can be a focus on two types of knowledge: substantive (the what) and 

disciplinary (the how) knowledge. The Telford & Wrekin Agreed Syllabus enables 

both to be developed throughout.

In terms of substantive knowledge, the development of such is reflected through 

the curriculum units of the Agreed Syllabus. In following the Agreed Syllabus 

pupils and schools will be able to evidence progression in substantive knowledge. 

An example of this progression with regard to Christianity is shown below.

With regards to disciplinary knowledge RE can be seen to incorporate many 

disciplines in its study: theology, anthropology, sociology, psychology, history, and 

the list can go on. Within RE all of these disciplines coalesce into a subject which 

is grounded in academic disciplines, but at the same time reflects on peoples’ 

experiences and most deeply held beliefs. The way that the Agreed Syllabus is 

structured will enable each of these disciplines to be employed at different 

times.
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Promoting spiritual, moral, social and 

cultural development and British values 

through RE
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