Purpose
This guidance explains the types of evidence that may be submitted in support of a claim for the Previously Developed Land (PDL) discounted levy rate.
Applicants claiming the PDL discounted rate are responsible for demonstrating that the site meets the requirements of Regulations 20 and 21 of the Building Safety Levy (England) Regulations 2025 and should provide sufficient evidence to support their claim.
What evidence may be accepted?
Evidence may include one or more of the following:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Planning Records
· Planning permissions.
· Approved plans.
· Prior approval decisions.
· Enforcement records.
· Certificates of Lawfulness.
· Building Control records.
Historic Mapping
· Ordnance Survey mapping.
· Historic land use plans.
· Archive mapping services.
Historic mapping may demonstrate the presence of buildings, structures or surfaced areas on the site at relevant dates.
Aerial Photography
· Google Earth historic imagery.
· Local authority aerial photographs.
· Commercial aerial surveys.
· Historic aerial imagery.
Site Surveys
· Topographical surveys.
· Demolition surveys.
· Site investigation reports.
· Existing site layout plans.


Photographic Evidence
· Date-stamped photographs.
· Survey photographs.
· Demolition records.
· Construction records.
Supporting Statements
Applicants may submit factual statements explaining:
· The historic development of the site.
· Previous site uses.
· The location of structures or surfaced areas.
· How the submitted evidence demonstrates compliance with the Regulations.

Demonstrating Lawfulness
Where reliance is placed on a former structure, erection or operation, applicants should provide evidence demonstrating that the development was lawful for planning purposes.
Evidence may include:
· Planning permissions.
· Certificates of Lawfulness.
· Evidence that the time period for enforcement action has expired.
· Other supporting planning documentation.
Examples of Potentially Qualifying Development
Examples may include:
· Former residential buildings.
· Commercial or industrial buildings.
· Warehouses.
· Roads and estate roads.
· Car parks.
· Loading areas.
· Hardstandings.
· Surfaced yards.
· Other permanent surfaced or load-bearing structures.
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Examples That May Not Qualify
Examples may include:
· Agricultural buildings.
· Forestry buildings.
· Land used for mineral extraction.
· Landfill sites.
· Wholly underground structures.
· Unlawful development.
Important Note
The Building Safety Levy definition of Previously Developed Land differs from the planning system definition of brownfield land.
Applicants should not assume that land identified as brownfield land for planning purposes automatically qualifies for the PDL discounted levy rate.
