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Examination of the Telford & Wrekin Local Plan 2011-2013
Inspectors’ Guidance Note for Representors Seeking to Appear Under
Matter 8 - January 2017

I have been asked by a number of parties to clarify the arrangements for the
Matter 8 hearing session, scheduled for Friday 10 February 2017. I can
comment as follows.

As set out in the Hearings Programme, the session will comprise two parts. The
first part will consider representations in respect of sites that are proposed for
allocation in the Local Plan. As set out in my Guidance Notes (September 2016),
it will be for the Council to explain why the Plan is sound as submitted. There
will therefore be no opportunity for representors to speak in support of allocated
sites: this shall be strictly enforced on the day. It is however noted that the
Council has suggested modifications in respect of some site allocations. If
representors have any specific objections to the modifications that the Council
now proposes then I have no objection to such comments being made at that
session. However, such representors should confine their comments to those
matters that they are seeking to change.

The second part (if required) has been arranged to accommodate those
representors that are seeking to promote additional sites for allocation in the
Local Plan. Clearly, such representors have a right to appear and be

heard. However, I must clarify at the outset that it is not my intention to
impose any site allocations on the Council. If, after considering the relevant
evidence (including evidence about, for example, housing need and supply, the
Council’s site selection methodology or the suitability or deliverability of any
allocated site) I consider that there are circumstances that would require
additional (or replacement) land to be identified then I would in the first instance
raise my concerns with the Council and seek its view as to how matter should be
taken forward. It would therefore be for the Council to consider which site(s) to
bring forward. As such, those parties wishing to promote additional sites may
wish to reconsider their wish to participate at this session.

If you have any queries regarding the above then please contact me via the
Programme Officer.

Michael J Hetherington
Inspector
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