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Telford & Wrekin SACRE RE Agreed Syllabus

Key Stage 2 Planning support for teachers

The Unit title is set as a key question:
What can we learn from sacred places of 
worship?

This  unit should be planned around the 
opportunities for enquiry and visits to 
sacred places in the local community

6-8 hours of lessons.

Target Year group

Year 4 (can be done in Year 3)
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Unit context
This unit provides teachers and learners with 
an enquiry-focused approach to learning from 
visits to sacred places. The emphasis on 
learning outside the classroom, and exploring 
questions through a visit provides for learning 
about sacred places as spaces to worship God.

Children are given an opportunity to discover, 
experience and reflect on the communities, 
features and artefacts found in sacred places 
and the importance of special or sacred 
places in their own lives and those of others. 

The unit will work best if pupils can visit the 
sacred buildings of two religions, and explore 
others through a virtual visit or in some other 
way.

Prior learning and KS1 links

Children may have visited a religious 
building in EYFS/KS1

Unit 8 (KS1) ‘Finding out about Christian 
churches and Jewish synagogues’
Unit 9(KS1) ‘Respect for everyone’
Unit 10 (KS1) ‘Symbols of belonging’

• Key learning objectives

• Key questions

• Key values

• British values
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Key concepts

Key Skills
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Resources
This will provide links to the SACRE 
website which will have further link 
to the Multicultural Development 
team resource library.
This will be an ongoing development 
as more resources are continually 
added and updated.

Cross curricular links

SACRE website

On the website is a 
directory of local places 
of worship.  These are 
listed with contact 
details.
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Suggested assessment tasks
These are suggested tasks that 
could be used to assess learning 
outcomes. These activities are 
opportunities to apply concepts on 
sacredness and consider questions 
about holy spaces.  They recall key 
features of visited spaces and 
evaluate what are important for 
worship and spiritual reflection.

Expected outcomes
Planning for differentiation and 
setting of expectations at the end 
of the unit

Learning outcomes

Lesson planning ideas

Teachers can be flexible in 
time allocation to learning 
intentions and these are not 
set out as distinct lessons.

The ideas show a sequence 
for planning over the 6-7 
hours for delivery of this RE 
unit.

This sequence may be 
adapted depending on when 
visits can be planned for.
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Deepening learning on sacred places and places of worship
What is a sacred place?
 describe what is meant by ‘sacred’
 reflect on what makes a place special or sacred.
 compare the meaning of ‘sacred’ and ‘special’

What are sacred places like? (Visits to religious buildings)
 Investigate (describe and explain) the features of a sacred building (church, mosque, gurdwara)
 describe and compare a sacred place significant to religious believers

What makes a place sacred? 
 explore and reflect on the use of a sacred building by religious believers. (Christianity, Islam, Sikhism)
 Understand that not all sacred buildings are the same within a particular religion.

What special sacred sites are there that have significance for religious people?
 explore the idea of pilgrimage to sacred sites (nationally and internationally)
 explain the value of sacred places to religious believers

Is it important to have sacred places?
 reflect on the significance of sacred places in their own lives
 apply learning to design a sacred space

Next Steps in learning –where can this go next?  Link to next units to build 
on the concepts and skills of this unit.
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